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General programme 

 

Day 1: Monday, 21 October 2024 
8:00 – Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall) 

9:15 – Welcome, opening ceremony 

9:45 – Keynote speech:  

Malcolm Evans, Professor of Public International Law, Principal of Regent's Park College, Oxford, UK 

10:30 – Group photo 

11:00 – Plenary session 1: Accommodation of religion and belief: between individual right and social 
harmony 

Chair:  
Carmen Asiaín, Professor of Law, Universidad de Montevideo; Senator, Parliament of Uruguay 

Speakers: 
Perry Dane, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, U.S.A.  
Li-ann Thio, Professor of Law, Provost's Chair, National University of Singapore 
Joseph David, Professor of Law, Sapir Academic College, Israel 
Francois Venter, Professor of Law, North-West University, South Africa 

12:30 – Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom) 

14:00 – Parallels sessions 1 

15:30 – Coffee break 

16:00 – Parallel sessions 2 

17:30 – Parallel sessions 3 

18:40 – End of sessions 

19:30 – Dinner (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom) 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, 22 October 2024 
8:00 – Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall) 

9:30 – Plenary session 2: Accommodation of religion and belief in the working environment: contemporary 
challenges in the public and the private sectors  

Chair:  
Ana María Celis, Professor of Law, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile; former President of ICLARS 

Speakers: 
Vincent de Gaetano, Commissioner for Education, Ombudsman’s Office of Malta; former Judge of the 

European Court of Human Rights 
Brian Grim, President of the Religious Freedom & Business Foundation 
Carlos Bernal, Commissioner of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
Nicholas Aroney, Professor of Law and Director of the Centre for Public, International and Comparative 

Law, University of Queensland, Australia 
Ioannis Ktistakis, Judge of the European Court of Human Rights 

 



11:00 – Coffee break 

11:30 – Parallel sessions 4 

13:00 – Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom) 

14:30 – Parallels sessions 5 

16:00 – Coffee bre 

16:30 – Parallels sessions 6 

18:00 – End of sessions 

19:30 – Gala Dinner 
                With presentation of Festschrift for John Witte: 

          Richard H. Helmholz, Ruth Wyatt Rosenson Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Law, The University 
of Chicago 

 

Day 3: Wednesday, 23 October 2024 
8:00 – Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall) 

9:00 – Plenary session 3: Religion and Human Rights in the West. A Transcontinental Dialogue 

Chair:  
Andrea Pin, Professor of Law, Università di Padova, Italy 

Speakers: 
John Witte, Woodruff Professor of Law, Faculty Director of the Center for the Study of Law and Religion at 

Emory University, U.S.A. 
Stephanie Barclay, Professor of Law, Georgetown University, U.S.A. 
Marco Ventura, Professor of Law, Università di Siena, Italy 
Javier Martínez-Torrón, Professor of Law, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
Rodrigo Alves, Associate Professor of Law, Universidade Federal de Uberlândia, Brazil 
Mark Hill, Global Distinguished Professor of Law, University of Notre Dame (London Law Programme) 

 

10:30 – Coffee break 

11:00 – Book award ceremony of John Witte Prize and Routledge Prize 

11:30 – Parallel sessions 7 

13:00 – Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom) 

14:30 – Parallel sessions 8 

16:00 – Closing ceremony 

W. Cole Durham Jr., Emeritus Professor of Law at the J. Reuben Clark Law School of Brigham Young 
University; former President of ICLARS 

16:30 – ICLARS General Assembly 

19:00 – Dinner (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom) 

 



Detailed programme 
All academic sessions will be held at the McKenna Hall. The room number for each session is indicated 

below. Locations for lunches and dinners are indicated separately. Every day, at 8:00, a continental 
breakfast will be served at McKenna Hall until 15 minutes before the beginning of sessions.  

 
DAY 1: Monday, 21 October 2024                                                                           
TIME PROGRAMME LOCATION 

8:00 Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall)  

9:15 Welcome, Opening Ceremony 215/216 

9:45 Keynote Address 
Malcolm Evans, Professor of Public International Law, Principal of Regent's Park College, 

Oxford, UK 

215/216 

10:30 Group Photo  

11:00 Plenary Session 1 215/216 

 Accommodation of Religion and Belief: Between Individual Right and Social Harmony 
 

Carmen Asiaín, Chair, Professor of Law, Universidad de Montevideo; Senator, Parliament 
of Uruguay 

Perry Dane, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, U.S.A 
Li-ann Thio, Professor of Law, Provost's Chair, National University of Singapore 
Joseph David, Professor of Law, Sapir Academic College, Israel 
Francois Venter, Professor of Law, North-West University, South Africa 

 

12:30 Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom)  

14:00 Parallel Sessions 1 
 Proportionality and Balancing in Court 

 

Andrea Pin, Chair 
Mark Hill - Judicial Adjudication of Religious Litigation 
Joel Harrison - Conflict, Tragedy, and Peace: On the Shape and Ends of Religious Liberty 

Adjudication (coauthor: Lukas Opacic) 
Dwight Newman - Proportionality in Equality and Religion Cases and the Notwithstanding 

Clause in the Supreme Court of Canada 
Carlos Bernal - Balancing Freedom of Religion in the Inter-American Human Rights System 
Jeff Pojanowski - Balancing as Seen from the U.S. 

B02 

Increasing Religious Accommodations in Workplaces 
 

Roberta Medda-Windischer, Chair - Religious Minorities and the European Court of 
Human Rights 

Brian Grim - Building Religious Freedom for All: How Faith Friendly Workplaces Are 
Spreading Worldwide 

Helen Chung - Religious Employee Resource Groups: Organizational and individual 
Outcomes for Belonging and Inclusion 

Alexandra Cosima Budabin - Review of Intermediate Actors in Religious Reasonable 
Accommodations in the Workplace 

206 

Libertad religiosa e igualdad de género (Project I+D+i PID2020-114400GB-I00, funded 
by MCIN/ AEI/10.13039/501100011033/Spain)  (in Spanish) 
Religious Freedom and Gender Equality  

Francisca Pérez-Madrid, Chair - Conflictos en los hospitales confesionales: políticas de 
género e identidad religiosa 

Montserrat Gas-Aixendri - Autonomía de las confesiones religiosas: roles de género y 
toma de decisiones 

Rafael Palomino - Igualdad de género, libertad de expresión y libertad religiosa: retos y 
perspectivas 

Mercedes Rubino - La ampliación de límites en la relación entre libertad religiosa e 
igualdad de género.  Apuntes desde la jurisprudencia argentina 

205 



 

Internal Perspectives on Religion in the Public Sphere 
 

Whittney Barth, co-Chair 
Shlomo Pill, co-Chair 
Matthew Cavedon 
Nathan Oman 
Sarah Eltantawi 

 

207 

Negotiated Laws as Legal Instruments for the Accommodation of Religion or Belief in the 
Public Sphere: Abstract Models and Practical Cases 
 

Vincenzo Pacillo, Chair - Analog vs Digital Canon Law: Negotiability and Legal 
Accommodation in a Constructivist Framework 

Basira Hussen - Rawlsian Constructivism and the Challenge of the Principle of Bilaterality 
in the Relations between the Italian Republic and Religious Denominations: Toward an 
Inclusive Model 

Fabio Franceschi - From privilege for the Catholic Church (Favor Ecclesiae) to selective 
cooperation. Lights and shadows of the Italian model of laws negotiated with religions 
(1984- 2024) 

Alessandra Viani - State financial support for religion in Italy. The impact of laws 
negotiated with religious denominations on public spending 

Fabio Balsamo - Religious bodies between Third Sector Law and negotiated laws 

B01 

15:30 Coffee Break  

16:00 Parallel Sessions 2 
 Accommodation of Religion and Belief in the United States Constitutional System 

Brett G. Scharffs, Chair - George Washington and Religious Accommodations 
Barbara McGraw – How Religious Accommodation Can Serve Everyone’s Fundamental 

Rights 
Tyler Ashman – Faith by Sight: Determining What Makes a Belief “Religious” 
Timothy Kowalczyk – The Incoherence of Liberalism’s Arguments Against 

Accommodating Religion 
Dennis Wieboldt – Religious Liberty, a ‘Most Favored Right’?: Historical Perspectives on 

Catholic Legal Thought and Constitutional Hierarchy 
Saloni Jaiswal – Locating ‘Religion’ in Religious Asylum Claims: The (Limited) 

Accommodation of Faith 

B01 

Religious Minorities on the Two Shores of the Mediterranean: A Comparative Analysis of 
the Rights They Have (and do not have) 

Alessandro Ferrari, Chair 
Cristiana Cianitto 
Kyriaki Topidi 
Joseph David 

205 

La Acomodación de Religiones y Creencias en América Latina  (in Spanish) 
Recent Issues of the Accommodation of Religion and Belief in Latin America 

Jorge Del Picó, Chair - Religión y Esfera Pública: La Comunidad de los Fieles y los 
Presupuestos Valóricos de la Democracia Procedimental 

Oscar Díaz – El Crucifijo y la Biblia en los tribunales peruanos: ¿son aceptables los símbolos 
religiosos en el espacio público? 

Juan G. Navarro Floria – Los Reclamos de Libertad Religiosa en la República Argentina 
Vicente Prieto – Laicidad, Cultura y Religión en la Jurisprudencia de la Corte 

Constitucional de Colombia 
Cecilia Palomo – Derecho a la libertad religiosa vs. Derecho a la salud. Reflexiones a la luz 

de la jurisprudencia de la Suprema Corte de México 
Fabio Nascimento – La jurisprudencia de la Suprema Corte Federal de Brasil en materia de 

sacrificio ritual de animales 

B02 

  



  

The Space of Religious and Non-Religious Beliefs in the Public Sphere 
Mark Modak-Truran, Chair – Toward a Post Secular Foundation for Constitutional 

Democracy 
Merilin Kiviorg – Accommodating Intolerant and Dangerous? 
Oliwia Rybczyńska-Gryguc – Why Accommodate Unbelief? 
Vanja-Ivan Savić – Religious Nature of European Secularisms: Constitutional Varieties and 

Intensities 
Alexandre Duceppe-Lenoir – Bill 21: Nationalism and Religion in Quebec 
Songfeng Li – Taking Religion Away from Public Sphere: Lessons from China 

 

206 

 Freedom of Expression and Freedom of Religion: A Complex Relationship 
Ruth Martinón, Chair – The European Court of Human Rights' response(s) to the conflict 

between freedom of expression and religious freedom. Should we protect religious 
feelings? 

Mohamed Eltayeb – Freedom of Religion or Belief and Freedom of Expression: A Synergy 
or Dichotomy 

Jamlat Gvidiani – Criminalization of Insulting Religious Feelings versus Freedom of 
Expression in Georgia 

Ewa Rejman – Protecting Religious Feelings? Freedom of Speech and Article 196 of the 
Polish Criminal Code in the Comparative Perspective 

207 

17:30 Parallel Sessions 3  

 The role of legal education, legal practice, and the courts in guaranteeing religious 
pluralism 

Jessica Giles, Chair - The role of the legal profession in supporting a universal approach to 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion 

Anton Sorkin - Cultivating Habits to Live Well with Deep Difference in Law School 
Jaroslav Benak - The Role of the European Court of Human Rights in Shaping Religious 

Freedom in Europe 

205 

 Social Actions and Corporate Religious Liberty: Legal, Moral, and Theological Perspectives 
on a Contested Freedom 

Wojciech Brzozowski, Chair 
Maksymilian Hau  
Nathaniel Hodson 

204 

 The challenges of religious accommodation in the midst of Brazil's cultural and 
environmental  
complexity  

Caetano Dias Correa, Chair 
Fábio Leite 
Marcio Henrique Pereira Ponzilacqua 
Fernanda Elena San Martín Carrasco 

B01 

 The accommodation of religious factor in prison system in Italy and Spain in the age of 
security  

Alessandro Negri, Chair  
Victor Moreno Soler  
Martina Palazzo  

207 

 Halal Food Acts, Muslim Holiday Ordinances, and the Problem of Agency in Religious 
Accomodations 

Zahed Haseeb, Chair  
Farooq Chaudhry 
Hisham Dawood  

206 

18:40 End of Sessions  

19:30 Dinner (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom)  

 



DAY 2: Tuesday, 22 October 2024                                                                           
TIME PROGRAMME LOCATION 

8:00 Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall)  

9:30 Plenary Session 2 
 Accommodation of Religion and Belief in the Working Environment: Contemporary 

Challenges in the Public and Private Sectors 
Ana María Celis, Chair, Professor of Law, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile; former 

President of ICLARS 
Vincent de Gaetano, Commissioner for Education, Ombudsman’s Office of Malta; former 

Judge of the European Court of Human Rights 
Brian Grim, President of the Religious Freedom & Business Foundation 
Carlos Bernal, Commisioner of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
Nicholas Aroney, Professor of Law and Director of the Centre for Public, International and 

Comparative  Law, University of Queensland, Australia 
Ioannis Ktistakis, Judge of the European Court of Human Rights 

215/216 

11:00 Coffee Break  

11:30 Parallel Sessions 4  

 Foundations of Religious Freedom: Constitutional and Legal Frameworks 
Nicholas Aroney, Chair 
Bruno Cunha  
Alex Deagon   
John Witte  
Renae Barker   
Marietta van der Tol  

B01 

Minorías, igualdad y acomodación en el espacio público en Latinoamérica  (in Spanish) 
Minorities, equality and accommodation in the public sphere in Latin America  

M. Elena Pimstein, Chair - Desafíos de los hospitales confesionales cuando las creencias de 
sus pacientes entran en conflicto con su ideario 

Paulina Eyzaguirre - Libertad religiosa en América Latina y el Caribe: ¿existen 
coincidencias en la experiencia de la religión mayoritaria respecto de las confesiones 
minoritarias? 

Soledad Bertelsen - Protección pública de las espiritualidades indígenas: una oportunidad 
para la igual protección de la religión en el espacio público 

Andrés Felipe López Latorre - Protección de la libertad religiosa en el sistema 
interamericano: revelando patrones, omisiones y el camino a seguir 

205 

Religious rules and emergency.  Lessons from a pandemic emergency in Europe and in a 
global perspective (DIRESOM Panel) 

Pierluigi Consorti, Chair 
Luigi Mariano Guzzo - Health Protocols and Religious Policy in Italy  
Alexandra Budabin, Roberta Medda-Windischer and Adelaide Madera (co-presenting) - 

Religions minorities under emergency rules: a comparative analysis and some lessons 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 

Maria Luisa Lo Giacco - Religions facing the Pandemic Emergency in Europe  
Sara Bonfanti - Leeways for worshiping during the Covid-19 pandemic in Liguria: a 

comparative look across religions from the narrative memories of international 
immigrants  

Maria Cristina Ivaldi - What dialogue between France and religions after the pandemic 
emergency? From the twilight of the Conseil Français du Cult Musulman to the dawn of 
the Forum de l’Islam de France.  

Marta Tigano - Mandatory vaccinations and religious minorities.  
Fabio Franceschi - Digital worship in emergency contexts: the experience of the Catholic 

Church during the Covid-19 pandemic (looking to the future?) 

B02 



Freedom of Religion or Belief and Education: contemporary issues 
Whittney Barth, Chair - Minimal (In)Fidelity: The Ministerial Exception in Religious Higher 

Education 
Sylvie Bacquet - Accommodation of belief in English state schools: Navigating the 

complexities of a faith-based system 
Arienne Calingo - The State of Religious Freedom in Philippine Schools: Assessing 

Religious Freedom in the Philippine Education System 
Barbara Ann Rieffer Flanagan - The Fundamental Right of Religious Freedom and the 

Essential Role of Education 
Claudia Robles-Martinez - Religious freedom and the Parents’ rights to their children’s 

education in Mexico: Recognized and ignored rights. 

207 

13:00 Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom)  

14:30 Parallel Sessions 5 

14:30 Cooperation with Religion and Accommodation of Religious and Moral Obligations in 
Neutral States: A European Perspective (NEUCOPER Panel) 

Javier Martínez-Torrón, Chair 
Santiago Cañamares  
Rafael Palomino  
María-José Valero-Estarellas 

B02 

Reconciling State Secularism and Religious Pluralism in Africa 
Ahmed Salisu Garba, Chair - Harmonizing Religious Pluralism and Human Rights in African 

Democracies: Exploring International Norms for Accommodating Religion in the Public 
Sphere  

Werner Nel - Appraising the Margin of Accommodation for Religious Dissent Concerning 
South Africa’s Geopolitical Stance Against Israel: Lessons from COVID-19 and the 
Curious Case of David Teeger 

Mohammed Dejen Assen - Secularism: A Means of Accommodating Religion or Limiting 
Its Public Manifestation? A Case from Ethiopia  

Shaun de Freitas - Constitutional Perspectives on a Charter for Religious Rights and 
Freedoms  

Matthias Brucker - Advancing FoRB and women’s rights – Faith to Action Network’s 
Recommendations 

207 

Religious Law and Secular Law: Interactions, Converging and Diverging Perspectives in 
the Accommodation of Religion 

Elena López Ruf, Chair - Exploring the notion of Human Fraternity: living together in 
diversity and in spirit of fraternity  

Adnan Sattar - Criminal Law and the Politics of Exclusion: The Case of Ahmadis in Pakistan 
Akif Tahiiev - The Accommodation of Religion in the Public Sphere: Shia Perspective  
Leon van den Broeke and Marwaa Sayed (co-presenting) - The Mahr: A Comparison 

between Islamic law and Dutch civil law  

206 

Accommodation of religion or belief in the working environment 
Mark Emerton, Chair - Accommodating religion or belief in the British workplace: tensions 

between individual religious observance, non-religious beliefs, cultural norms and 
secularism 

Kexin Yu - State Regulation of Religious Groups: A Proposal for Reasonable 
Accommodation 

Felipe Carvalho - Religious symbols in the workplace: Diverging paths in European law? 
Paulo Adragão - Masterpiece (2018) and Creative LLC (2023): the not yet completed turn 

out. The Trump Court and conscientious objection 

205 

16:00 Coffee Break  

 

 



16:30 Parallel Sessions 6 
 School and Religion in Latin America: State Financing as a Limit vs. the Integrative 

Confessional Educational Proposal 
Ana María Celis, Chair 
Anthony D’Agostino 
Maureen Neckelmann  
María Paz Madrid 

B01 

Religious Freedom and Human Rights: The Confluence of Law, Philosophy, Theology, and 
Culture 

Pamela Slotte Russo, Chair and Karla Schröter (co-presenting) - Unpacking traditions of 
accommodation  

Benny Tabalujan - Towards a Taxonomy of Religious Freedom  
Sarah Thomas - Religious Freedom as a Natural Right: Considerations from Metaphysics 

and International Human Rights Law  
Elijah Newcomb - Citing Irreconcilable Differences 

205 

 State Neutrality and Religious Freedom: New Challenges in Europe 
Teresa Garcia-Berrio, Chair – Freedom of religion or belief in the light of EU AI ct: 

Challenges and vulnerabilities 
Adina Portaru – Figel v. Slovakia: a possible standard and precedent-setting case at the 

European Court of Human Rights 
Fearghas O’Beara – The EU and religion – neutral, pluralist or secularist? The case of 

engagement with churches to achieve shared ecological policy goals 
Mirjam van Schaik – Religious Exclusion: legal Perspectives on Religious autonomy and 

Human Rights in European Context 
Sien Devriendt - Religious Exclusion: legal Perspectives on Religious autonomy and 

Human Rights in European Context 
Andrew Hambler – Should the Equality Act 2010 (United Kingdom) be amended to make 

explicit reference to ‘conscience’? 

B02 

 Book Discussion for Religious Minorities in Pluralist Societies: Critical Perspectives on the 
Accommodation of Religious Diversities 

Alexandra Budabin, Chair 
Kyriaki Topidi - Regulation of Muslim Religious Minority Groups and the European State: 

The Unique Case of Legal Pluralism in Greece 
Roberta Medda-Windischer - Squaring the Circle: Critical Reflections on Religious 

Minorities, Diversity Governance and Pluralist Societies 
Alessandro Ferrari - The Three Junctions of the Italian ‘Islamic Policy’ 
Eugenia Relaño Pastor (book discussant)- Navigating Pluralism: Examining the Challenges 

and Opportunities for Religious Minorities in Diverse Societies 

207 

18:00 End of Sessions  

19:30 Gala Dinner (Downes Ballroom, at the seventh floor of Corbett Family Hall on the east 
side of Notre Dame Stadium) 

With presentation of Festschrift for John Witte:  
Richard H. Helmholz, Ruth Wyatt Rosenson Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Law, The 

University of Chicago 

 

 

  



 

DAY 3: Wednesday, 23 October 2024                                                                     
TIME PROGRAMME LOCATION 

8:00 Continental breakfast (McKenna Hall)  

9:00 Plenary Session 3 
 Religion and Human Rights in the West. A Transcontinental Dialogue 

Andrea Pin, Chair, Professor of Law, Università di Padova, Italy 
John Witte, Distinguished Woodruff Professor of Law, Faculty Director of the Center for the 

Study of Law and Religion at Emory University, USA; McDonald Professor of Law 
Stephanie Barclay, Professor of Law, Georgetown University, U.S.A. 
Marco Ventura, Professor of Law, Università di Siena, Italy 
Javier Martínez-Torrón, Professor of Law, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
Rodrigo Alves, Associate Professor of Law, Universidade Federal de Uberlândia, Brazil 
Mark Hill, Global Distinguished Professor of Law, University of Notre Dame (London Law 

Programme) 

215/216 

10:30 Coffee Break  

11:00 Book award ceremony of John Witte Prize and Routledge Prize 215/216 

11:30 Parallel Sessions 7  
 Status, Message, and Conduct 

Mark Movsesian, Chair - Status, Conduct, and Message 
Steven Collis - The Boundary Between Our Status, Conduct, and Speech 
Amy Sepinwall - Confusions in Compelled Speech 

205 

A Fair World and a Sustainable Future: Engaging Religion 
Rodrigo Alves, Chair 
W. Cole Durham, Jr. 
Fernanda Elena San Martín Carrasco 
Thiago Alves Pinto 

B01 

Religion or Belief and Religious Teachings in the Public Sphere. The Most Recent Case-Law 
of the European Court of Human Rights (ORFECT Panel) 

Maria d’Arienzo and María-José Valero-Estarellas,  co-Chair 
Wojciech Brzozowski - Lenis v Greece: is hate preaching protected by freedom of religion 

or belief? 
David Köbel and Szilvia Köbel (co-presenting) - Karsai v. Hungary: between law and 

ideology 
Maksymilian Hau - Constantin-Lucian Spînu v Romania: Religious freedom under scrutiny 

in times of pandemic 
Giulia Kakavas - The cases Stavropoulos and Papanikolaou: birth certificates and religion 

in Greece 
Vincenzo Pacillo - Ţîmpău v. Romania: on Church authorities, workers’ rights and dismissal 

from employment 

B02 

Lecciones de la Pandemia en Materia de Acomodaciones  (in Spanish) 
Accommodation of Religion: Lessons from the Pandemic 
 

Carmen Dominguez, Chair 
Gonzalo Flores Santana 
Octavio Lo Prete 
Silvia Meseguer  

207 

13:00 Lunch (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom)  

 
 

 

 



14:30 Parallel Sessions 8 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Accommodation of Religion the Australian Way 
Alex Deagon, Chair 
Renae Barker 
Joel Harrison 
Nicholas Aroney 

B01 

Accountability of Faith Groups: Vicarious Liability and Occupational Requirements 
 

Ilias Trispiotis, Chair 
Javier Garcia Oliva 
Helen Hall 

B02 

Governance of Minority Religious Diversity in Plural European Societies: New Directions in 
Accommodationist Policies? 

Eugenia Relaño Pastor, Chair – Governing Religious Diversity in Spain? Actors and 
Ambivalences for a Practical Recognition of Religious Plurality 

David Katz Rotnitzky – Beyond Religious Accommodation of Minorities in the Spanish 
Education System 

Dmytro Vovk – Ukraine’s Religious Diversity in Times of the Russian Aggression 
Kyriaki Topidi – Social Cohesion Approaches to the Management of Muslim Minorities in 

Germany: Between Conditional Recognition and Emancipation 
Niels Valdermak Vinding – State Responses of Governance of Religious Minorities: 

Approaches from France and Denmark 

205 

Institutional Relations Between States and Churches – Religious Communities 
Dimitry Gegenava, Chair - Tax Exemptions, Funding Religious Organizations and Perils of 

the Co-operative Secularism in Georgia  
Davide Dimodugno - The Accommodation of Religious Space in the Secular Sphere: From 

an Overview of Religious Buildings in the United States towards a New European 
Religioscape  

Ana de Souza - Continuity in Post-Colonial regulations for Religious Marriage  
Robert Blitt - Blessings for War: Responding to the Moscow Patriarchate’s Systematic 

Support for the invasion of Ukraine  
Tornike Merebashvili - Property of the Church and Georgian Land La w: Freedom of 

Religion v. Right to Property 

207 

16:00 Closing Ceremony 
W. Cole Durham Jr., Emeritus Professor of Law at the J. Reuben Clark Law School of Brigham 

Young University; former President of ICLARS 

 

16:30 ICLARS General Assembly  

19:00 Dinner (Morris Inn Smith Ballroom)  

 

 



PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

Paulo Adragão, Professor Faculdade de Direito, Universidade do Porto. Portugal. 

Paulo Adragão is a Master of Law (Universidade Católica Portuguesa, 1988); Doctor in 
Canon Law (University of Navarra, 1992); Doctor in Public State Law (Universidade Nova 
de Lisboa, 2001); Aggregate Professor of the Faculty of Law of the University of Porto, 
since 2020. Integrated Researcher in the Center for Legal Research of the Faculty of Law 
of the University of Porto (CIJ), since 2004. He was an Invited Researcher at the Faculty of 
Law of the Complutense University, from October 2023 to March 2024, under the 
supervision of Prof Javier Martinez-Torrón. 

  

 
Rodrigo Vitorino Souza Alves, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Federal University of 
Uberlandia (Brazil); Leading Researcher, Brazilian Center of Studies in Law and Religion 
(CEDIRE). Brazil. 

Rodrigo Vitorino Souza Alves is a member of the Steering Committees of both ICLARS 
and the Latin American Consortium for Religious Freedom. He sits at the International 
Academic Advisory Board of the Advanced Program on Religion and the Rule of Law at 
Oxford, and the Editorial Board of the series "Law and Religion in a Global Context" 
(Springer). He was an Academic Visitor at the University of Oxford, Researcher at the Ratio 
Legis - Center for Legal Research and Development in Lisbon (on religious freedom and 
security), non-resident fellow at the International Center for Law and Religious Studies 

(ICLRS), and member of the Working Group on Religious Freedom of the National Council of Justice, appointed by 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Federal Court of Brazil in 2022. He is currently the Chair of the Local Committee 
of the G20 Interfaith Forum in Brazil. 

 
Thiago Alves Pinto, Director of Studies in Theology and Religion and Lecturer in Legal and 
Diplomatic Studies at the Department for Continuing Education, University of Oxford. United 
Kingdom.  

Thiago Alves Pinto holds an LLB (Hons) from Centro Universitário Curitiba (Brazil), a 
master’s degree International Human Rights Law from Åbo Akademi University (Finland), 
where he graduated with honours eximia cum laude approbatur. and a DPhil in Law from 
the University of Oxford. He is an Academic Affiliate at the Bonavero Institute of Human 
Rights, and both an Ordinary Fellow at Kellogg College and an Associate Member of the 
Faculty of Law at Oxford University. Alongside his academic commitments, Thiago has 
also been actively involved with NGOs, think tanks, academia, and international 

organisations, including the Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief, UNESCO, OSCE, IOM, OHCHR, 
Chatham House, and IPPFoRB. 

 
Nicholas Aroney, Professor of Constitutional Law at The University of Queensland. 
Australia. 

Nicholas Aroney is Professor of Constitutional Law at The University of Queensland, a 
Senior Fellow of the Centre for Law and Religion at Emory University, and a Fellow of the 
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and the Australian Academy of Law. He has 
held visiting positions at Oxford, Cambridge, Paris II, Edinburgh, Durham, Sydney, Emory, 
Padua, and Tilburg universities. He has published more than 150 journal articles, book 
chapters, and books in the fields of constitutional law, comparative constitutional law, 
and law and religion. He has led several international research projects in comparative 
federalism, bicameralism, legal pluralism, and religious freedom. In 2017 he was 

appointed by the Australian Prime Minister to an Expert Panel to advise on whether Australian law adequately 
protects the human right to freedom of religion. 

 



Tyler Ashman, J.D. / M.Div Dual Degree Candidate at the University of Chicago Law School. 
United States.  

Tyler Ashman is a third-year graduate student and Dean’s Scholar at the University of 
Chicago Law School and Divinity School, pursuing a dual degree (Juris Doctorate and 
Master of Divinity). He is a staff member on the University of Chicago Law Review, as well 
as the President of UChicago's Christian Legal Society chapter. He graduated from the 
School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University. For his senior 
independent work, he wrote an academic thesis entitled “In the Court’s Shadow: 
Evaluating State Government Backlash to Obergefell v. Hodges,” which won the J. Welles 
Henderson ’43 Thesis Prize from the Program in Law and Public Affairs. He has worked in 

government at the local, state, and federal levels of governments, as well as in think tanks and academic positions. 
His professional work and scholarship centers on the intersection of religion and public life. 

 

Carmen Asiaín, Senator, Parliament of Uruguay. Uruguay. 

Senator Dr. Carmen Asiaín received a Doctor in Law and Social Sciences at the University 
of the Republic, Uruguay, and is professor of law and religion in the graduate studies 
programs of the University of Montevideo and Facultad de Teología del Uruguay 
Monseñor Mariano Soler. She is a Member of the ICLARS Steering Committee, of the 
Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians (Interparliamentary Union), and of 
the Judeo-Christian Fellowship. She is former President of the Latin American 
Consortium for Religious Freedom, a founding member and vice-president of the 
Instituto de Derecho Religioso del Estado (IDRE), Uruguay, and of the International 
Advisory Council, Canon Law and Ecclesiastical Law General Journal, IUSTEL. Much 

published and sought after internationally as a panelist, she is also a litigator in matrimonial canon law and an 
advisor and litigator in cases involving freedom of conscience and religion or belief against the State.  

 

Mohammed Dejen Assen, Assistant Professor of Federalism and Governance Studies at 
Addis Ababa University (Ethiopia). Ethiopia. 

Dr. Mohammed Dejen Assen obtained BA in History, LLB in Law, MA, and PhD in 
Federalism and Governance Studies from Addis Ababa University. His research interests 
include the interaction between law and religion, religion and human rights, federalism, 
minority rights, secularism, politics and governance in Africa, ethnicity and identity 
politics in Ethiopia, migration and youth mobility, state-building, etc. He has published 
several journal articles and book chapters. He served as a consultant for government 
institutions and international organizations on diverse issues. He has received awards 
and grants from different national and international organizations. 

 

 
Sylvie Bacquet, Assistant Head of School (Law) University of Westminster. United Kingdom. 

Dr. Sylvie Bacquet is Assistant Head of the Law School and teaches a module on Religion, 
Law and Society on the LLB Law degree s at the University of Westminster in London. She 
holds a Masters degree in International Relations & Diplomacy from the American 
University of Paris, an LLM in International Human Rights Law from the University of 
Essex, and a PhD in Law from the University of Westminster. Her extensive publications 
in the field of Law and Religion include ‘Manifestation of Belief and the “Liberal” Law of 
Religion: Why It Is Time to Rethink the Status-Quo?’ Religion & Human Rights (2022) 17 
(1), pp. 1-22, and Religious Symbols and the Intervention of the Law: Symbolic 
Functionality in Pluralist States, Routledge, 2020.  

 



Cristian Badillo, Director, Conciencia Nacional por la Libertad Religiosa. Mexico. 

Dr. Cristian Badillo Gutiérrez holds bachelors degrees in Law and in Business 
Administration with emphasis in Entrepreneurial and Business Development. He holds 
masters degrees in Religious Freedom and Human Rights and in Corporate Law, and a 
doctorate in Education, with studies in human dignity, bioethics, public policy, and new 
citizenship. He is Director of The National Awareness for Religious Freedom Foundation 
(Mexico and Latin America). He is founder of the International Center for Freedom and 
Religion Studies (CIELRE), president of the International Observatory on Religious 
Freedom (OILR), and Editorial Director of the IUS Magazine. He has given more than 250 
seminars, conferences, and academic presentations in Mexico, Latin America, USA, and 

Europe. His interests include religious freedom, conscientious objection, freedom of speech, human rights, and 
legislation and public policies. 

 

Fabio Balsamo, Researcher in Ecclesiastical and Canon Law at the University of Naples 
“Federico II”. Italy. 

Dott. Fabio Balsamo holds numerous diplomas, course certifications, and qualifications 
in ecclesiastical, canon, Vatican, and international law, including a masters degree in Law 
and a PhD in International Order and protection of individual rights, both from University 
Federico II of Naples. He has focused his scientific interests on the relations between 
State and religious denominations, to the ecclesiastical entities and to the legal issues 
relating to the exercise of the right to religious freedom. His monographic works 'La 
protezione dei dati personali di natura religiosa', Luigi Pellegrini Editore, 2021; ‘Le 
normative canoniche antimafia', Luigi Pellegrini Editore, 2019;) deal respectively with the 

impact of religious laws in the protection of personal data and the role of Canon law as a tool for preventing and 
countering crime in the life of the Catholic Church. 

 

Stephanie Barclay, Professor and Faculty Co-Director, Georgetown Law School. Center for 
the Constitution. United States. 

Professor Stephanie Barclay’s research focuses on the role that democratic institutions 
play in protecting minority rights, particularly at the intersection of free speech and 
religious exercise. Her work has been published or is forthcoming in the law reviews of 
Harvard, the University of Chicago, and the University of Pennsylvania, and the Yale Law 
Journal Forum, among others. Prior to assuming her position at Georgetown, Professor 
Barclay taught at the Law Schools of Brigham Young University (where she was twice 
voted Professor of the Year) and of Notre Dame (where she has been faculty director of 
the Religious Liberty Initiative). In her early career Barclay litigated First Amendment 

cases in Washington, D.C., representing clients at both the trial and appellate levels, including the U.S. Supreme 
Court. She served as law clerk to Judge N. Randy Smith on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and to 
Justice Neil M. Gorsuch of the U.S. Supreme Court.  

 
Renae Barker, Senior Lecturer at the University of Western Australia Law School; Honorary 
Research Fellow at the Centre for Muslim States and Societies. Australia. 

Dr. Renae Barker is a Senior Lecturer in the Law School at the University of Western 
Australia and an Honorary Research Fellow at the Centre for Muslim States and Societies. 
In 2024 she was Visiting Professor at Università Degli Studi di Milano – Bicocca, 
Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza, where she conducted research on state and religion 
modelling. She is an Alumna of the International Center for Law and Religion Studies 
Young Scholars Fellowship on Religion and the Rule and Law and regularly presents 
master classes in the fellowship on state and religion. She has published widely on a 
range of law and religion issues both domestically and internationally. She is the author 

of State and Religion: The Australian Story (Routledge 2019) and lead editor of Law and Religion in the 
Commonwealth: The Evolution of Case Law (Hart 2022).  



 

Whittney Barth, Executive Director and Charlotte McDaniel Scholar at the Center for the 
Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. United States.  

Whittney Barth is the Executive Director and Charlotte McDaniel Scholar at the Center for 
the Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. She also teaches courses in law and 
religion at Emory Law School. Prior to joining CSLR, Barth was a litigator with nationally 
recognized plaintiffs’ firm Sanford Heisler Sharp where she worked primarily on 
employment discrimination matters. She is a graduate of the University of Chicago Law 
School (JD), Harvard Divinity School (MDiv), and Miami University (Oxford, Ohio) (BA). She 
was Executive Comments Editor of the Chicago Journal of International Law. She has 
published in the ABA Journal of Labor and Employment Law (forthcoming), the Chicago 

Journal of International Law, the University of Illinois Law Review Online, and has co-written book chapters in 
volumes published by Oxford University and Georgetown University presses. 

 

Jaroslav Benak, Assistant Professor at the Masaryk University, Faculty of Law. Czech Republic. 

Jaroslav Benák graduated in law (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia; MA 2010, PhD 2015), economics (Masaryk 
University, Brno, Czechia; BA 2012, MA 2017), and Catholic theology (Palacky University, Olomouc, Czechia; BA 
2023). Since 2013 he has been working at the Department of Constitutional Law and Political Science at the former 
faculty (2013-2015 as a lecturer, until 2015 as an assistant professor). Since August 2023 he also works as a law 
clerk for a justice of the Czech Constitutional Court. His research activities focus on issues of judicial review, judicial 
behavior, fundamental rights and the relationship between law and religion. Since 2013, he has been the main 
organizer of the annual conference Church and State held in Brno, Czechia. 

 

Carlos Bernal, Professor at University of Dayton School of Law. United States.  

Carlos Bernal is Commissioner of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission and 
Dean’s Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Dayton (Ohio, USA). He has 
served as Justice at the Colombian Constitutional Court. has held visiting professorships 
at the Faculties of Law of the Universities of Notre Dame, Paris I (Sorbonne) and X 
(Nanterre), the University of Copenhagen, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the 
University of Leon (Spain), and Senior Research Fellowships at the Yale Law School, the 
Kings’ College Law School, and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 
International Law (Heidelberg). He holds the LL.B. (University Externado of Colombia 
(Bogotá – Colombia), the S.J.D. (University of Salamanca (Spain), M.A. and Ph.D. 

(Philosophy, University of Florida, USA). Research focuses on constitutional rights’ interpretation, comparative 
constitutional change, international human rights law, general jurisprudence, and the philosophical foundations 
of tort law. His work has been published in journals, books, and edited collections in English, Spanish, German, 
Italian, French, Portuguese, and Russian. 

 

Soledad Bertelsen, Visiting Assistant Professor, Catholic University of America. United 
States. 

Soledad Bertelsen holds an LLM from Harvard Law School, a JSD in International Human 
Rights Law from the University of Notre Dame, and a License in Law from Universidad de 
los Andes (Chile), where she taught Human Rights and Constitutional Law and was 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs before coming to the Columbus School of Law.. Her 
expertise is in Comparative Constitutional Law, Public International Law, International 
Human Rights Law, and Inter-American System of Human Rights. She has been active in 
public debates regarding the Chilean Constitutional drafting processes, with regular 
appearances in newspapers, radio, and online programs. She has participated as amicus 

curiae and expert witness before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

 



Robert Blitt, Professor of Law at the University of Tennessee College of Law. United States. 

Robert Blitt is the Toms Foundation Distinguished Professor of Law at the University of 
Tennessee College of Law, where he teaches courses in the areas of constitutional law 
and international law. Professor Blitt’s scholarship explores the forces impacting the 
development of international law, including the movement of anti-constitutional ideas 
and the role played by non-state actors. Prior to entering academia, Professor Blitt served 
as the International Law Specialist for the U.S. Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), an independent agency created by Congress to monitor freedom of 
religion or belief abroad. He holds an LLM in International Law, an MA in International 
Relations and a JD from the University of Toronto, and a BA magna cum laude from McGill 

University. 

 

Sara Bonfanti, Anthropologist. Expert on South Asian diasporas and multi-sited ethnography. Italy. 

Sara Bonfanti earned a PhD in Social Anthropology from the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and 
Ethnic Diversity. An expert on South Asian diasporas and multi-sited ethnography, Sara is keen on participatory 
methods, dealing with kinship, religious pluralism and media cultures, which she analyses with an intersectional 
and narrative approach. A former contributor to the ERC HOMInG project (University of Trento), her publications 
include Ethnographies of Home and Mobility(Routledge, 2021) and Chronicles of Global Migrants (Berghahn, 2023). 
She has also experimented with filmmaking, co-directing an ethnographic movie on minority houses of worship 
(Of Domes and Robes, 2022). Currently, she is based at the Observatory on Migration and Religious Phenomena 
(University of Genoa) and participates in the Religion and Emergency Rules PRIN project. 

 

Leon van den Broeke, Professor, Theological University Utrecht. The Netherlands. 

Leon van den Broeke is Professor in Theology of Law and Church Polity at the Theological 
University Utrecht, the Netherlands. Until 2023 he also worked at the Faculty of Religion 
and Theology, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He is the Chair of the Centre for Religion, a 
multidisciplinary research center at the Faculty of Law and the Faculty of Religion and 
Theology at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and the Theological University Utrecht. He 
is also the Director of the Deddens Church Polity at the Theological University Utrecht. 

 

 

 

 
Matthias Brucker, Regional Director at Faith to Action Network. Kenya. 

Matthias Brucker is Faith to Action Network’s Regional Director Europe, serving as a 
bridge between the interreligious network’s mostly African and Asian membership and 
European religious actors, civil society, and governments. Over the past six years, he has 
spearheaded numerous FoRB projects. This includes the JISRA programme – an 
international consortium of 54 religious organisations – aiming to advance FoRB in Iraq, 
Mali, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya and Uganda. Matthias holds an MSc in 
International Relations from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

 

 



Wojciech Brzozowski, Professor at University of Warsaw. Poland 

Wojciech Brzozowski is a University Professor at the Faculty of Law and Administration, 
University of Warsaw, where he holds the Chair of Law and Religion. He received his MA 
(Law, Political Science) and PhD (Law) degrees from the University of Warsaw. Most of his 
research focuses on constitutional law and law and religion, with particular emphasis on 
areas such as the right to conscientious objection, religious education in public schools, 
freedom of religion or belief in Orthodox-majority countries, and the accommodation of 
Islam in the European legal space. Wojciech Brzozowski is currently Vice-President of the 
Polish Association for Law and Religion (PTPW). He is also a board member of the 
Observatory on Religious Freedom in the Jurisprudence of the ECHR (ORFECT). In 

January 2023 he was appointed Deputy Ombudsman of the Republic of Poland. 

 

Alexandra Cosima Budabin, Senior Researcher at Eurac Research Institute for Minority 
Rights. Italy. 

Alexandra Cosima Budabin is Senior Researcher at the Institute for Minority Rights of 
Eurac Research (Italy). She is the author of Batman Saves the Congo: How Celebrities 
Disrupt the Politics of Development with Lisa A. Richey (University of Minnesota Press 
2021) and editor of Religious Minorities in Pluralist Societies: Critical Perspectives on the 
Accommodation of Religious Diversities with Roberta Medda-Windischer and Kerstin 
Wonisch (Brill 2023). She works in the areas of international protection and promotion of 
national and religious minorities, transnational advocacy around minority rights, cultural 
heritage, gender and security. Her research has appeared in Journal of Humanitarian 

Affairs, World Development, Perspectives on Politics, New Political Science, Human Rights Quarterly, Journal of Human 
Rights, Humanity, and Third World Quarterly. 

 

Arienne L. Calingo, Communications Specialist, Religious Liberty Initiative, at Notre Dame 
Law School. United States 

Arienne Calingo serves as Notre Dame Law School’s Marketing Communications 
Specialist and is a contributing writer for The Manila Times. She was the first woman 
Education Ambassador for the U.S. Embassy in Manila and has given advice to Filipino 
students, alongside former U.S. Ambassador Sung Kim and consular officers. In 2023, 
Arienne was selected to be a delegate of the Filipino Young Leaders Program, an 
initiative of the Philippine Embassy, Consulates General in the United States, and Ayala 
Foundation. Arienne graduated with honors from Georgetown University and obtained 
an EdM in International Education Policy from Harvard University. While at Harvard, she 

served as the project lead for developing an open e-learning course on diversity, equity, and inclusion for the 
UNESCO Chair in Open Technologies for Open Educational Resources and Open Learning. 

 

José Antonio Calvi del Risco, Board of Directors at Latin American Religious Freedom 
Consortium. Peru. 

José Antonio Calvi del Risco received a law degree from the Pontifical Catholic University 
of Peru and an expert degree in marital nullification under canon law from the 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid. Active in the institutional defense of religious 
liberty in Latin America, he has spent decades as a legal advisor in the areas of civil rights, 
commercial, family, ecclesiastical, and canon law. He is a Founding Member of the 
Institute of Ecclesiastical Law of Peru (1994), Founding Member and Former President of 
the Latin American Consortium of Religious Freedom – CLLR (2000), former Director of 
the Legal Advisory Office of the Peruvian Episcopal Conference (1994-2003 and 2021-

2023), and Director of the Institute for the Development and Protection of Religious Freedom.  

 



Santiago Cañamares Arribas, Professor of Law at Complutense University of Madrid 
School of Law. Spain. 

Santiago Cañamares Arribas is Professor of Law at Complutense University of Madrid 
School of Law and a Member of the Spanish Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and 
Legislation. He is Secretary of the Editorial Board of the Revista General de Derecho 
Canónico y de Derecho Eclesiástico del Estado, the first electronic journal in Spain 
specialized in law and religion matters. He is a member of the Editorial Board of other 
Spanish legal periodicals and author of five books and more than a hundred articles 
dealing with topics such as regulation of the religious phenomenon in EU Law, 
accommodation of religion at work, use of religious symbols, and conflicts between the 

autonomy of ethos-based organizations and the worker’s fundamental rights. 

 

Felipe Augusto Carvalho, PhD Candidate University of Coimbra. Portugal. 

Felipe Carvalho is a legal researcher and human rights advocate specializing in Freedom 
of Religion or Belief. He is the co-founder of the Brazilian Journal of Law and Religion and 
currently pursues a PhD in Law at University of Coimbra. His prior professional roles 
include Executive Director at ANAJURE, Projects Director at the International Institute for 
Fundamental Civil Liberties, and Legal Consultant to the Human Rights Ministry of Brazil. 
As part of his engagement with youth, he has been invited to contribute to international 
forums, including the UN ECOSOC Youth Forum, the 5th European Policy Dialogue 
Forum, and the Global Youth Forum for FoRB. 

 

 

Matthew P. Cavedon, Robert Pool Fellow at Emory University Center for the Study of Law 
and Religion. United States. 

Matthew Cavedon came to Emory University Center for the Study of Law and Religion 
(CSLR) after graduating from Harvard College. He received his JD/MTS from Emory in 
2015, having served as Executive Articles Editor of the Emory International Law Review. 
Following graduation, he worked as a Constitutional Fellow at the Institute for Justice in 
Arlington, Virginia. A former constitutional litigator, public defender, and law clerk, his 
service included time as an assistant public defender in Gainesville and Dawsonville, 
Georgia, working as a trial, appellate, and juvenile attorney on cases ranging from 
truancy to murder. Most recently, Cavedon clerked for the Hon. Nels S. D. Peterson of the 

Supreme Court of Georgia, Cavedon is the author of From the Pope's Hands to Indigenous Lands: Alexander VI in 
Spanish Imperialism (Brill 2004). 

 

Ana María Celis Brunet, Professor at the Faculty of Law of the Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile. 

Ana María Celis Brunet is Full Professor and director of the Department of Canon Law 
(2021–2025), at the Faculty of Law of the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. She is 
a member of the Board of Directors of the UC Center for Law and Religion and director of 
the Latin American Magazine of Law and Religion. She was a Distinguished Research 
Affiliate of the Kellogg Institute of the University of Notre Dame (USA, 2021–2023) and is 
immediate past President of ICLARS (2016-2022). In August 2018, she was appointed 
president of the National Council of the Chilean Church for the Prevention of Sexual 
Abuse and Accompaniment of Victims by Pope Francis. She is a member of the Dicastery 

for Laity, Family and Life (2023 – 2028). Publications and participation in meetings and conferences worldwide 
focus on law and religion, especially on religious freedom and secularism in Latin America. 

 



Farooq Chaudhry, Student, University of Chicago Law School. United States. 

Farooq Chaudhry is studying law at the University of Chicago. His academic and 
professional interests include matters at the intersection of law and technology, privacy, 
the First Amendment, and immigration. Prior to law school he worked in data analytics 
at Google. He completed his undergraduate degree in Economics from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. Farooq is also a member of Al-Amin Ethics Institute. 

 

 

 

 

Helen Chung, Assistant Professor of Industrial-Organizational Psychology at Seattle Pacific 
University; Chair of the I-O Department. United States. 

Dr. Helen Chung is an inclusive and student-centered educator, and her research focuses 
on leadership, storytelling, and religious diversity in the workplace. Helen is also a 
leadership consultant who coaches executives on fostering team and organizational 
effectiveness through increased emotional agility, connection to values, and inclusion. 
Helen earned her PhD in Industrial-Organizational Psychology from Seattle Pacific 
University and her Masters in Theological Studies from Harvard Divinity School. 

 

 

 
Cristiana Cianitto, Lecturer in Canon Law, University of Milan. Italy 

Cristiana Cianitto holds a PhD in Philosophy of Law, Curriculum in Ecclesiastical and 
Canon Law (University of Milan). She is founding member of ICLARS and general 
coordinator of the ICLARS secretariat. She teaches comparative law of religions in the 
University of Milan, in the Faculty of Theology in Lugano, and in the Pontifical Lateran 
University in Rome. She is principal investigator in the ATLAS Project – Atlas of Religious 
or Belief Minority Rights and a member of the editorial committee of the 
journal Quaderni di diritto e politica ecclesiastica. She has published extensively in her 
fields of investigation: law and religion in the UK; Anglican canon law; hate crimes, hate 
speech, freedom of religion and freedom of expression in the UK, USA, India, Italy; 

comparative law of religions; Sikh studies; religious minority rights. She has published extensively in her fields of 
research. 

 

Steven T. Collis, Law Professor, University of Texas-Austin. United States. 

Steven T. Collis researches and teaches on religion law, productive discourse, and other 
First Amendment topics at the University of Texas School of Law, where he is the 
founding faculty director of the Bech-Loughlin First Amendment Center and its Law & 
Religion Clinic. Prior to joining the faculty at Texas, Steven was a research fellow at 
Stanford Law School and an equity partner at Holland & Hart LLP. He is the author of 
multiple critically acclaimed books and regularly appears in major media outlets to 
discuss religious liberty, the First Amendment, and the art of being a peacemaker. His 
book Habits of a Peacemaker will launch in September 2024. 

 

 



Pierluigi Consorti, Professor at University of Pisa. Italy. 

Pierluigi Consorti holds a degree in Law (Sapienza School of Law: Rome, 1984) and in 
Canon Law (Pontifical Lateran University: Rome, 1987), PhD in Law and Religion 
University of Naples Federico II, (1989). Since 1992 he is a full Professor of Law and 
Religion at the University of Pisa (Italy), Department of Law. He was the Director of the 
Interdisciplinary Center “Sciences for Peace” (2010-2016) and was the President of the 
Italian Association of University Professors in Law and Religion and Canon Law (Adec) 
(2018-2020 and 2021-2023). He is at present the Coordinator of the National Research 
Group DiReSoM (Law and Religion in Multicultural Societies). 

 

Letha Cornejo, Universidad Nacional de San Agustín. Peru.  

 

Renato Costa, Lecturer, T.C. Beirne School of Law, the University of Queensland, Brisbane. 
Australia. 

Renato Costa is a Lecturer at TC Beirne School of Law, the University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, and serves as the Associate Editor of the University of Queensland Law Journal. 
He holds an LLM and a PhD from the University of Queensland. Before undertaking his 
studies at the University of Queensland, he practised as a lawyer in one of Brazil's most 
prominent law firms. Renato specialises in constitutional and comparative law. He 
graduated with honours (equivalent) from Universidade Católica de Pernambuco and 
completed a Postgraduate Specialisation in Public Law at Universidade Anhanguera-
Uniderp. 

 

Bruno Santos Cunha, State Attorney and Constitutional Law Professor based in Recife. 
Brazil. 

Bruno Santos Cunha holds a Bachelor of Laws from the Federal University of Santa 
Catarina (Brazil), a Master of Laws from the University of São Paulo , andan LLM. from the 
University of Michigan Law School..He is currently pursuing a PhD in Constitutional Law 
at the Federal University of Pernambuco.. He was a Visiting Research Scholar at The Ohio 
State University Moritz College of Law and a Visiting Researcher at the Federal Supreme 
Court of Brazil. He is an associate editor of the International Review of Constitutional 
Reform , published by the Constitutional Studies Program at the University of Texas at 
Austin in collaboration with the International Forum on the Future of Constitutionalism. 

He is interested in comparative constitutional law, constitutional history, federalism, global judicial dialogue, 
globalization of constitutional law, and the use of foreign law by national constitutional courts. He has translated 
several legal works from English to Portuguese. 

 

TJ D'Agostino, Member of the Faculty, the Pulte Institute for Global Development in the 
Keough School for Global Affairs, University of Notre Dame. United States.  

TJ D'Agostino has worked at the intersection of research, policy, and practice in 
educational development for nearly 20 years. His scholarship focuses on comparative 
education policy and faith-based education, with an emphasis on the distinctive 
contributions of faith-based schools and how comparative legal and policy landscapes 
enable or constrain educational freedom while balancing other aims of education 
systems. Previously, he founded and co-led Notre Dame’s educational engagements in 
Haiti, growing impactful programs and research in early grade reading, teacher training, 
and systems strengthening through a long-term partnership with the Haitian Catholic 

Church and Catholic Relief Services (CRS). He has extensive experience conducting research, partnerships, and 
practice engagements in Latin America and the Caribbean and Sub-Saharan Africa, and has worked in South East 
Asia, Central Asia, Europe, and Oceania. 



Maria D’Arienzo, Full Professor of Ecclesiastical Law, Canon Law and Confessional Rights at Department of Law, 
University of Naples Federico II. Italy. 

Maria D’Arienzo is Director of the Review Diritto e Religioni and Director, with Giuseppe Cataldi, of the series 
"Migrazioni Euromediterranee, Sistemi Normativi e Scambi Internazionali (Luigi PellegriniPublisher). Among 
numerous committee memberships, she is elected member of the Board of Directors and current President (2004-
2006) of ADEC the Association of university professors of the legal discipline of religious phenomenon (ADEC) and 
an appointed member of the Board of Directors of the International Jacques Maritain Institute (IIJM). She is also 
Director of the Department of Interfaith Dialogue at The Halal and Shari'a Compliance Academy.  

 

Perry Dane, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School. United States. 

Perry Dane is a graduate of Yale College and the Yale Law School. Before joining the 
Rutgers Law faculty, he was on the faculty of the Yale Law School and served as a law 
clerk to US Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. In 2011, Professor Dane received 
the Inaugural Dean’s Award for Scholarly Excellence at the Rutgers School of Law - 
Camden. He was a full-time resident fellow at the Tikvah Center for Law & Jewish 
Civilization at the New York University Law School and taught intensive courses on 
religion and the law at the University of Toronto Faculty of Law and at the University of 
Western Ontario Faculty of Law. He was a faculty fellow at the Rutgers Center for the 
Critical Analysis of Contemporary Culture. He serves on the Advisory Board of Directors 

of the Institute for Jewish-Catholic Relations at Saint Joseph’s University and is a Faculty Affiliate of the Rutgers 
Institute for Law and Philosophy. He has also been a member of the national seminar of the Project on Religious 
Institutions at Yale University’s Program on Non-Profit Organizations and a guest of the Shalom Hartman Institute 
in Israel.  

 

Edward A. David, McDonald Postdoctoral Fellow in Christian Ethics & Public Life at 
University of Oxford. United Kingdom.  

Dr. Edward A. David (Lead Applicant) is the McDonald Postdoctoral Fellow in Christian 
Ethics and Public Life at the University of Oxford. His work features qualitative methods 
as well as philosophical and theological insights. On a John Templeton Foundation 
project, he researched leadership and culture in the workplace. He also serves as an 
academic consultant, designing entrepreneurship programs, at Saïd Business School. 
Edward’s book, A Christian Approach to Corporate Religious Liberty, was included in the 
2020 Law and Religion bibliography of the Association of American Law Schools. His 
scholarly papers can be found in journals, including Studies in Christian Ethics, the Oxford 

Journal of Law and Religion, and the Journal of Church and State. His research has informed discussions at 
organisations, including the Centre for Social Justice, the Institute for Economic Affairs, the Financial Conduct 
Authority, the European Compliance and Ethics Institute, and the Voice of Islam UK. 

 

Joseph E. David, Professor of Law at Sapir Academic College. Israel. 

Prof. Joseph E. David is a Full Professor of Law at Sapir Academic College in Israel. He is 
the author of The State Rabbinate: Election, Separation and Freedom of Expression (2000), 
The Family and the Political: On Belonging and Responsibility in a Liberal Society (2012), 
Toleration within Judaism (2013), Jurisprudence and Theology in Late Ancient and Medieval 
Jewish Thought (2014) and Kinship, Law and Politics- An Anatomy of Belonging (2019). He 
edited The State of Israel: Between Judaism and Democracy (2000), Questioning Dignity: 
Human Dignity as Supreme Modern Value (2006), Nomos and Narrative for the Hebrew 
Reader (2012), The Gift of the Land and the Fate of the Canaanites in Jewish Thought (2014). 
Professor David has held academic positions at the University of Pennsylvania, Rutgers 

University, New York University, the University of Oxford, the Hebrew University, the Interdisciplinary Centre 
Herzliya, and The Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology. 

 



 

Alex Deagon, Associate Professor Alex Deagon at Queensland University of Technology. 
Australia.  

Dr. Alex Deagon is an Associate Professor in the School of Law, Queensland University of 
Technology. He is an internationally recognised researcher in religious freedom. Alex’s 
second book, A Principled Framework for the Autonomy of Religious Communities: 
Reconciling Freedom and Discrimination, was published in 2023 with Hart Publishing, 
Oxford. Alex has more than 30 publications including in leading international journals 
such as Law, Culture and the Humanities, Political Theology, the Harvard Journal of Law 
and Public Policy, the Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, and the Journal of Law and 
Religion. He is the founding co-editor of the Australian Journal of Law and Religion. Alex 

has been cited extensively by Commonwealth Parliamentary Committees and Inquiries on religious freedom, 
including in the proceedings of the Commonwealth Parliament of Australia. He is a Senior Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy and lectures in Theories of Law and Constitutional Law. 

 

Sien Devriendt, Assistant Professor at the Open Universiteit (Department of Public Law). 
Netherlands. 

Professor Sien Devriendt defended her PhD thesis in September 2022 at Ghent 
University. This doctoral research examined how the Flemish public schools 
‘accommodate’ ideological diversity while taking directions (e.g., pluralism, active 
pluralism, and active citizenship) into account. In that regard, she provides guidance to 
authorities, emphasizing the main policy implications of her findings. Her interests also 
include religious communities, their members, and religious rites. Sien is a member of 
the Programme for Studies on Human Rights in Context and the Netherlands Network 
for Human Rights Research. A recent publication: “Animal welfare and the evolution of 

public morality – Requirement to stun animals prior to ritual slaughter is Convention-proof” (with Carla M. 
Zoethout), EJIL:Talk! Blog of the European Journal of International Law. 

 

Caetano Dias Correa, Associate Researcher at Brazilian Center of Studies in Law and 
Religion, Brazil.  

Caetano Dias Corrêa, Attorney at Law, holds Masters and PhD degrees in Law from the 
Federal University of Santa Catarina (USFC) in Brazil. He is an Associate Professor of Law 
and Permanent Professor of Law and Religion of the Master's and Doctorate Program in 
Law at UFSC, where he is also Leader of the Law and Religion Study Group and Member 
of the Ius Commune - History of Legal Culture Study GroupHe is in addtion a Member of 
the Center for Studies in Law and Religion at Federal University of Uberlândia (CEDIRE-
UFU) and Member of the International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS).  

 

 
Oscar Díaz Muñoz, Advisor, Constitutional Court. Peru. 

Oscar Díaz Muñoz holds a PhD in Law (summa cum laude) and an LLM from the 
University of Zaragoza (Spain). He earned his Law degree from the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Peru, where his thesis was awarded the distinction of sobresaliente 
(outstanding). He currently serves as a Jurisdictional Advisor to the Constitutional Court 
of Peru, where he has also held the position of Secretary General. Additionally, he is a 
Professor of Constitutional Law at the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. His scholarly 
work focuses on Constitutional Law, Human Rights, and Religious Freedom. 

 

 
 



Davide Dimodugno, Postdoctoral Researcher at Università degli Studi di Torino. Italy. 

Davide Dimodugno PhD is a Postdoctoral researcher in Law and Religion and Canon Law 
at the Law Department of the University of Turin, Italy. In recent years he has acquired a 
strong expertise on the issues of religious heritage and the reuse of places of worship in 
a European comparative perspective. He has published the first monograph in Italy on 
this subject. He has participated as a speaker in dozens of conferences, workshops, 
summer schools, and webinars and lectured at prestigious master’s courses. He is 
licensed to practice law. He is a member of ICLARS, ICOMOS, Future for Religious 
Heritage, and ADEC, the association of Law and Religion scholars in Italy. 

 

 
Carmen Dominguez Hidalgo, Professor at Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. Chile. 

Carmen Dominguez Hidalgo holds a PhD in Law and a Master's degree in Comparative 
Law from the Complutense University of Madrid. She specializes in Civil Law, both 
academically and professionally. Her research includes numerous articles and 
publications on subjects related to civil liability in general, legal theory, family law, and 
bioethics. Chosen several times among the 100 women leaders of the country, she has 
been a Counselor of the Judicial Academy of Chile (entity in charge of training judges in 
Chile), a Member Lawyer of the Court of Appeals of Santiago, a member of all arbitration 
rosters in Chile. member of numerous international academic networks, serving as 
President of the International Network of Family Institutes (REDIUF), President of the 

Latin American Consortium of Religious Freedom, Director of the Department of Private Law of the Faculty of Law, 
and counselor of the Chilean Bar Association. 

 

Gary B. Doxey, Associate Director and Regional Advisor for Latin America, International 
Center for Law and Religion Studies, J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University. 
United States. 

Gary B. Doxey is an associate director of the International Center for Law and Religion 
Studies at the J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham Young University. He joined the 
Center in 2005 and serves as regional advisor for Latin America. He also heads the 
Center’s development effort. He has authored several commentaries on draft legislation 
and a number of amicus briefs in Latin America. He also teaches in the History 
Department at BYU. Professor Doxey’s career has been divided between academia and 
public service. Prior to joining the BYU Law School, he was chief of staff and general 

counsel to Utah governors Mike Leavitt and Olene Walker and served as deputy commissioner of financial 
institutions and as associate general counsel to the Utah Legislature. He has a PhD in history from Cambridge 
University and a JD from Brigham Young University. 

 

Alexandre Duceppe-Lenoir, PhD Student, McGill School of Religious Studies. Canada.  

Alexandre Duceppe-Lenoir is a doctoral student at McGill's School of Religious Studies. 
His research is focused on religion in the Canadian province of Quebec, particularly on 
matters of secularism, new religious movements, and implicit religion. He holds a BA 
Hons. (Bishop's) and an MA (McGill) in religious studies. He currently works as a 
researcher at MuREL, an interuniversity research team working on socio-religious 
dynamics, secularism and municipal spaces in Quebec, where he engages with both new 
religious movements and religious heritage buildings in Montreal.  

 

 



W. Cole Durham, Jr., Founding Director, International Center for Law and Religion Studies, 
J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University; President, G20 Interfaith Forum 
Association. United States. 

W. Cole Durham, Jr. is the founding director of the International Center for Law and 
Religion Studies. He graduated from Harvard College and Harvard Law School, where he 
was the note editor of the Harvard Law Review and managing editor of the Harvard 
International Law Journal. Professor Durham has focused on comparative law scholarship 
with an emphasis on comparative constitutional law. He is the immediate past president 
of the International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS) in Milan, Italy, and 
a co-editor-in-chief of the Oxford Journal of Law and Religion. He served as the secretary 

of the American Society of Comparative Law from 1989 to 1994 and is an associate member of the International 
Academy of Comparative Law in Paris. In earlier years, he served as chair of both the comparative law section and 
the law and religion section of the American Association of Law Schools. He is the author (with Brett G. Scharffs) 
of Law and Religion: National, International, and Comparative Perspectives; a co-editor (with Gerhard Robbers) of the 
Encyclopedia of Law and Religion; and a co-author of a four-volume treatise, Religious Organizations and the Law. 

 
Allyson Egbert, President of the Las Vegas Alliance of Religious Freedom and Human 
Dignity. United States. 

Allyson Egbert earned her BA in Political Science from Brigham Young University while 
serving as ASBYU Vice President. She worked for Senator Orrin Hatch in Washington, DC 
and Senator James Moss on the State Legislative level. She co-founded Allymar, a 
development and investment company, serving the needs of the most marginalized 
throughout the world, most notably those born crippled with Clubfoot. Currently 
Allyson is on the Executive Committee of the International Advisory Council (IAC) for the 
International Center for Law and Religion Studies (ICLRS / BYU), board member on the 
national committee for Religious Freedom Alliances Coalition (RFAC), member of the 

Marriott School National Advisory Committee (NAC), chairman of the 2025 women’s conference for the 
Presidential Leadership Council (PLC). She represents The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on the 
Interfaith Council of Southern Nevada (IFCSN). 

 

Sarah Eltantawi, Associate Professor of Theology at Fordham University in New York City. 
United States. 

Dr. Sarah Eltantawi is an intellectual historian of Contemporary Islam. She earned her 
PhD in the Study of Religion from Harvard University, an MA in Middle Eastern Studies 
from Harvard, and a BA in English and Rhetoric from the University of California, Berkeley. 
She has academic fellowships at Brandeis University, UC Berkeley, and at the Forum 
Transregionalle at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin as well as the Freie Universität in 
Berlin. Dr. Eltantawi’s work focuses on Islam and Islamic law, especially in the context of 
post-coloniality and authoritarianism. Her book, Shari’ah on Trial: Northern Nigeria’s 
Islamic Revolution (University of California Press, 2017), examines why Northern 

Nigerians took to the streets starting in 1999 to demand the re-implementation of sharia law. Current projects 
include examining the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt beginning in 1928, focusing on the group’s 
“political theology” and its place in traditions of political theory. 

 
Mohamed Saeed M. Eltayeb, Human Rights Consultant Community College. Qatar. 

Dr. Mohamed Eltayeb is a human rights lawyer, scholar, and consultant. He holds a Bachelor of Laws from the 
University of Khartoum, two post-graduate Diplomas in international relations and international law (University 
of Khartoum and Institute of Social Studies, The Hague) and two Masters Degrees in international relations and 
international law from the University of Amsterdam and Lund University (Sweden) respectively. He obtained his 
PhD in international human rights law from Utrecht University (The Netherlands). He has served as a visiting 
researcher and lecturer at several institutes in Europe and the USA. He a Member of Board of Trustees of Sudanese 
Democracy First Group (SDFG). His many publications include A Human rights Approach to Combating Religious 
Persecution: Cases from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Sudan (2001). andFrom Rabat to Istanbul: Combating Advocacy of 
Religious Hatred that Constitutes Incitement to Discrimination, Hostility or Violence (2019). 

 



Mark Emerton, Member of the Scientific Committee, contributor CUREDI Project at Max 
Planck Institute for Social Anthropology. Germany. 

Mark Emerton retired as a Judge of England and Wales in early 2024, after more than 23 
years of hearing employment and discrimination cases, including cases dealing with the 
right to manifest religion or belief. He continues as a Master of the Bench of Gray's Inn. 
Until recently on the Board of the UK Judicial College, he has trained judges from around 
Europe on "Cultural Diversity in the Courtroom.". He is a visiting Fellow at the University 
of Portsmouth School of Law, a Fellow of the Centre for Law and Religion at Cardiff 
University, and a Governor of the University of Lincoln. He has been on the Editorial 
Board of the Cultural and Religious Diversity (CUREDI) project, hosted by the Max Planck 

Institute for Social Anthropology. He has represented his diocese on General Synod, the legislative and governing 
body of the Church of England and is a member of the Bishop's Council for the Diocese of Portsmouth. 

 

Paulina Eyzaguirre, Coordinator UC Law and Religion Center. Chile. 

Paulina Eyzaguirre holds a degree in legal and social sciences from the Universidad Diego 
Portales and a diploma in the specialty Family and Society (Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile) and in the specialty Church and Law: update in canon law, IV version, 
2012 (Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile). In 2011 she collaborated in the 
organization of the II ICLARS Conference held in Santiago and since 2013 she is 
coordinator and researcher of the UC Law and Religion Centre. She participated as a 
researcher in the study "Relational dynamics of sexual abuse in ecclesiastical contexts in 
Chile: knowing in order to prevent" and is co-author of the book Sexual abuse in 
ecclesiastical contexts. Análisis del caso chileno, aprendizajes y desafíos (2023). She has 

been editor of the Latin America and the Caribbean section of the Annual Report on Religious Freedom in the 
World of the Pontifical Foundation Aids to The Church in Need (ACN). 

 

Gabriele Fattori, Full Professor at University of Foggia School of Law. Italy. 

Professor Gabriele Fattori is Director of the Master in Security at the Law School of 
University of Foggia (Italy), where he teaches Italian Church and State relations, Canon 
Law and, Religious Freedom and Security. He obtained a PhD from the University of 
Urbino and graduated from the Gratianus Programme on Law and Religion at the 
University of Paris XI. He has conducted research and held teaching appointments at the 
Universities of Siena, Macerata and Genova. His latest book is: Diritto Costituzionale della 
religione" (Giappichelli 2018). His research interests include Church-State relationships in 
Europe, history of canon law, civil and canon marriage law, bio-ethics law, property and 
taxation aspects of Church-State relations, criminal law, and religion. He is a member of 

the scientific committee of the journal I and of the editorial board of the journal Quaderni di diritto e politica 
ecclesiastica. 

 

Alessandro Ferrari, Professor at University of Insubria. Italy. 

Alessandro Ferrari is Full Professor of Law and Religion and Comparative Law of Religions 
at the University of Insubria (Varese and Como), He is director of the Research Center 
“Religions, Rights and Economies in the Mediterranean Space” (REDESM - 
www.redesm@org) at the same University. His research interests focus on the 
transformation of the right to religious freedom in Europe and MENA countries. He has 
been Visiting Fellow at Indiana University (2023); Visiting Fellow at the Islamic Legal 
Studies Program at Harvard Law School (2019), Directeur d'Etudes invité at the Ecole 
Pratiques des Hautes Etudes (2018) and Roberta Buffett Visiting Scholar at Northwestern 
University. His latest monograph is Religious Freedom in Italy: an impossible paradigm? (De 

Gruyter, Berlin 2024). 

 



Teresa Isabel Flores Chiscul, Director of Observatory of Religious Freedom in Latin 
America, The Netherlands.  

Teresa Isabel Flores Chiscul is a lawyer who graduated from the Santo Toribio de 
Mogrovejo Catholic University, Peru, with a master’s degree in Constitutional Law and 
Human Rights from the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos and a Diploma in 
Religious Studies from the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. She has been an 
Intern at the Latin American Center for Human Rights – CLADH in Mendoza, Argentina, 
and junior researcher of the Gender and Family division of the Center for Advanced Social 
Research – CISAV in Querétaro, Mexico. She currently works as director of the 
Observatory of Religious Freedom in Latin America – OLIRE. She has lectured on issues 

related to hostilities against the right to religious freedom in academic and political forums in Colombia, Honduras, 
Mexico, and Peru, with various publications about these topics. 

 

Gonzalo Flores Santana, Latin American Consortium for Religious Freedom. Peru. 

Gonzalo Agustin Flores Santana holds a law degree and a master’s degree in 
international law from the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. He is a specialist in 
Ecclesiastical Law (with emphasis on administrative, tax, labor, contractual, and 
educational regimes in State relations with Religious Confessions), and in Public Law 
(especially in the development of State Policies), with 26 years of experience mainly in 
advising Non-Governmental Organizations, Faith-Based Organizations, and 
organizations linked to family and social work. He is a founding member of the Institute 
of Ecclesiastical Law (1994) and the Latin American Consortium for Religious Freedom 
(2000) and member of the Advisory Committee of the Faculty of Law of the Universidad 

Católica San Pablo. He speaks and publishes, nationally and internationally, on his specialty.  

 

Fabio Franceschi, Associate Professor at Sapienza University of Rome. Italy. 

Fabio Franceschi is associate professor of Law and Religion at the Faculty of Law, 
Sapienza University of Rome. He is a member of the Scientific Committee of the PhD 
Program in Public Law at Sapienza University of Rome; director of the research group 
‘Religious Traditions, Human Rights and Intercultural Law’ at the same University; 
member of the research group ‘DiReSom (Law and Religion in Multicultural Societies)’ 
and of the Executive Committee of the Interdepartmental Research Center ‘ORFECT - 
Observatory on Religious Freedom in the Jurisprudence of the European Court of Human 
Rights.’ He is also a member of the Scientific Committee of the legal journal ‘SudEuropa. 
Quadrimestrale di civiltà e cultura europea’ and on the Editorial Board of ‘Il Diritto 

ecclesiastico’. His research interests focus on Law and Religion, Canon Law, History of State-Church Relations, 
History of Canon Law and Intercultural Law. He is the author of more than 60 academic publications. 

 

Shaun de Freitas, Professor at University of the Free State. South Africa. 

Shaun de Freitas is a law professor in the Department of Public Law, University of the 
Free State (UFS), South Africa. He obtained the degrees B. Proc., LL.B., LL.M. and the LL.D. 
(UFS). De Freitas authored/co-authored over sixty scholarly articles and served as editor-
in-chief of the Journal for Juridical Science from 2013 to 2018. He currently serves as 
Academic Head of the Department of Public Law at the UFS and is an Adjunct-Professor 
at the School of Law, University of Notre Dame Australia (Sydney). De Freitas teaches 
human rights theory and specialises in the right to freedom of religion as well as the 
relationship between the law, religion, and the governing authorities. 

 

 



Vincent de Gaetano, Chief Justice Emeritus. Malta. 

Chief Justice Emeritus Vincent Anthony de Gaetano was educated at the Jesuit College 
of St Aloysius’ (Malta), at the Royal University of Malta and at the University of Cambridge 
(Gonville and Caius College). He joined the Attorney General’s Office in Malta in 1979 and 
served as Deputy Attorney General from 1989 to 1994. He served on a number Council 
of Europe expert committees and was President of the Steering Committee on Legal 
Cooperation (CDCJ) and Chairman of the Multidisciplinary Group on Corruption (GMC). 
In 1994 he was made a judge of the Superior Courts and in 2002 was appointed Chief 
Justice. In 2010 he was elected to the European Court of Human Rights as the judge in 
respect of Malta, and served as vice-president of Section IV and later as president of 

Section III of that Court. He retired from the court in Strasbourg in September 2019 after serving a full nine-year 
mandate. He was a lecturer in Criminal Law and Law of Criminal Procedure at the University of Malta, 1991 to 2017. 
He has lectured and published extensively in Malta and abroad on legal and human rights topics. In January 2021 
he was appointed by the Parliamentary Ombudsman as Commissioner for Education within the Ombudsman’s 
Office. 

 

Ahmed Salisu Garba, Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic, Baùchi State University, Gadau. 
Nigeria. 

Ahmed Salisu Garba earned his first and second degrees in law from the University of 
Jos. He earned his PhD at Bayero University Kano. His research interest is in the area of 
Law and Religion, Constitutional Law, Law and Public Policy, and International Law and 
Religion and Islamic law. He has written and presented many papers in the UK, USA, and 
Africa on the intersection of Law and Religion including matters of religion and global 
policy. In addition, he has published in reputable peer-reviewed journals. Garba was a 
visiting scholar at the University of Iowa College of Law from August 2013 to December 
2013. He was an International Center for Law and Religion Studies Fellow on Religion and 

Rule of law after attending the BYU Law program at Oxford from July to August 2018. He is the former Dean of Law 
and now the Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic, Bauchi State University, Gadau. 

 

Javier Garcia Oliva, Professor at University of Manchester. United Kingdom. 

Prof. Javier Garcia Oliva earned degrees LLM and PhD at the University of Cádiz (cum 
laude and European distinction). He then took up a lectureship at the University of Cádiz 
and subsequently a Research Fellowship at the Centre for Law and Religion, Cardiff 
University. He became a lecturer at the University of Wales Bangor in 2004. In 2011 he 
moved to the University of Manchester, as Senior Lecturer and then Professor of Law. He 
is also a Lecturer in Spanish Law at the University of Oxford and a Teaching Fellow at 
University College London. , a Research Associate at the Centre for Law and Religion 
(Cardiff University), Profesor Visitante at Universidad Carlos III (Madrid) and at Centro de 
Derecho Comparado de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Sevilla, and is 

Profesor de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad Católica de Chile, and Visiting Professor at Schulich School of 
Law, Dalhousive University (Canada). He is Membership Secretary of the UK Constitutional Law Association and 
the Book Review Editor of Law and Justice. 

 

Teresa Garcia-Berrio, PhD Associated Professor, Complutense University (Madrid). Spain.  

Teresa Garcia-Berrio is PhD University Professor in Jurisprudence, Legal Theory, and 
Social Philosophy at Complutense University, Spain. She is a Visiting professor and 
Researcher in numerous European Universities and Research Centers in Sweden 
(Uppsala University, Stockholm IDEA, Stockholm University, RISE UMEA), France 
(Université Paris X-Nanterre, Centre de Théorie du droit-Paris X, Université Paris I 
Panthéon-Assas, Université de Rouen, Université de Bordeaux, Institute d’Études 
Politiques Sciences Po. Paris), Germany (Humboldt University of Berlin). Professor García-
Berrio has been appointed as International Faculty Research Program Guest Analyst at 
the Chair of Feminist Legal Studies at Centre for Feminist Legal Studies (Allard School of 

Law UBC, Vancouver Campus, Canada) at University of British Columbia (UBC) (2011-2012). Her research is 



characterized by a predominant interest in multidisciplinary fields and on a variety of issues concerning Digital 
Ethics, Tech Law, Fundamental rights, Social Anthropology, Social & Moral Philosophy, Theory of Justice, and 
Gender Studies. 

 
Montserrat Gas-Aixendri, Professor International University of Catalonia. Spain. 

Montserrat Gas-Aixendri is Full Professor at the Faculty of Law of the Universitat 
Internacional de Catalunya (Barcelona). She holds a PhD in Law from the Complutense 
University of Madrid and a PhD in Canon Law from the Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross (Rome). Since 2019, she has been a member of the Panel of Experts on Freedom of 
Religion or Belief at the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. She was a Research Fellow at 
Georgetown University in 2014 and at the Faculty of Law of the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem in 2017, with a Fellowship from the Ministry of Universities. She has authored 
or edited eight books and has contributed over eighty essays in chapters and articles to 

scientific journals. Her recent research focuses on the study of religious autonomy and the intersection between 
Freedom of Religion and Belief and gender equality. 

 
Dimitry Gegenava, Vice Rector, Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University. Georgia. 

Dr. Dimitry Gegenava is a Professor of Constitutional Law and Legal Philosophy, serving 
as the Vice Rector at Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University and as Director at the Prince 
David Institute for Law. He is an attorney-at-law and a member of the Georgian Bar 
Association. His doctoral dissertation, successfully defended in 2016, explores the “Legal 
Forms of Church-State Relations and Implementation of the Constitutional Agreement 
in Georgia”. Gegenava has published up to 80 academic works, including monographs, 
handbooks, and articles. His primary areas of research include religion and law, church-
state relations, constitutional law, and legal philosophy. 

 

 
Jessica Giles, Barrister, SFHEA, Law Lecturer at The Open University. United Kingdom.  

Jessica Giles is a dual qualified barrister and solicitor (non-practising), SFHEA and law 
lecturer at The Open University. She studied law at Durham and Bristol Universities and 
theology at the Open Theological College and Spurgeon's College, UK. She is research 
Lead of the Project on Interdisciplinary Law and Religion Studies at the Open University. 
At the time of writing, she is finalising a PhD by published works with Leiden University, 
The Netherlands. Jessica’s research interests are in the interdisciplinary fields of law, 
theology, and religion, with a particular focus on the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion and emerging technologies, including space law and AI. Her 
most recent publications include “The Interrelationship between Freedom of Thought, 

Conscience, and Religion and the Rule of Law”, Journal of Law and Religion (2023) 38: 3, 376-402, and a forthcoming 
edited collection on law, religion, and emerging technologies. 

 
Steven K. Green, Fred H. Paulus Professor of Law and Affiliated Professor of History and 
Religious Studies at Willamette University. United States. 

Steven K. Green teaches courses in Constitutional Law, First Amendment, Legal History, 
Jurisprudence, and Education Law in the Willamette University College of Law, and Legal 
History and American Religious History in the College of Arts & Sciences. He is the author 
of seven books on church-state relations in the United States, the most recent being The 
Grand Collaboration: Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and the Invention of American 
Religious Freedom, published by University of Virginia Press, and more than 50 scholarly 
articles. His current book project is Infidel(ity): The Gilded Age Battle Over Freethought, Free 
Love, and Feminism. Green has also participated as co-counsel in three cases at the US 

Supreme Court and has additionally collaborated on more than 25 amicus curiae (friend of the court) briefs at the 
Court. He has a PhD in History from the University of North Carolina and a JD from the University of Texas. 

 



Brian Grim, President of Religious Freedom & Business Foundation. United States.  

Dr. Brian Grim (PhD), is founding president of the Religious Freedom & Business 
Foundation and global chair Dare to Overcome, a corporate diversity initiative that 
promotes mutual respect and engagement among differing groups in the workplace. He 
works with Fortune 500 and FTSE 100 companies to include religion and belief as part of 
their diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives. Brian is the world’s leading expert on the 
relationship between economic sustainability and freedom of religion or belief for all 
(including those without a religious faith). He is an affiliated scholar at Baylor University, 
Boston University and the Notre Dame University Law School’s Religious Liberty Advisory 
Board. Brian is a Penn State alumnus and author of numerous works including The Price 

of Freedom Denied (Cambridge), World Religion Database (Brill), World’s Religions in Figures (Wiley), and Yearbook of 
International Religious Demography (Brill). He lives at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

 

Luigi Mariano Guzzo, Senior Assistant Professor in Law and Religion at University of Pisa. 
Italy. 

Luigi Mariano Guzzo is a tenure-track Senior Assistant Professor in Law and Religion in 
the Department of Law at the University of Pisa, where he is affiliated at the 
Interdisciplinary Centre Peace Studies. He is a member of the faculty of the Italian 
Doctoral School of Religious Studies, the Associazione dei docenti della disciplina 
giuridica del fenomeno religioso (ADEC), the International Consortium for Law and 
Religious Studies (ICLARS) and the Association Law and Religion in Multicultural 
Societies (DiReSom). 

 

 
Jamlat Gvidiani, Ph.D. Candidate, Researcher, Attorney at Law at Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani 
University / Academy for European Human Rights Protection University of Cologne. Georgia/ 
Germany. 

Jamlat Gvidiani holds a bachelor's degree in Law from the Law Faculty of Ivane 
Javakhishvili State University, a Master’s in Public and Constitutional Law from Georgian 
Technical University, an an LLM)= from the University of Cologne.. In, he began his 
doctoral studies at Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University and has been continuing his 
research at the Academy for European Human Rights Protection at the University of 
Cologne since 2023, funded by a DAAD scholarship Gvidiani has been a practicing lawyer 
and member of the Georgian Bar Association since 2017 and served as a member of the 

Human Rights and International Law Committee of the Georgian Bar Association (2022- 2024). In 2022, he founded 
the law firm JG - Law Office, where he serves as Managing Director. He is a researcher at the Davit Batonishvili 
Institute of Law.  

 

Helen Hall, Associate Professor at Nottingham Trent University. United Kingdom. 

Rev’d Dr. Helen Hall studied law at Peterhouse Cambridge and qualified as a solicitor. She is now an Associate 
Professor at Nottingham Trent University and a priest in the Church of England. Her academic interests span Law 
and Religion/Belief, Human Rights, Family Law, Tort and Law and Anthropology, and Legal History. Her most recent 
book is Constitutional Culture, Independence and Rights: Insights from Quebec, Scotland and Catalonia (Toronto 
University Press, 2023), with Javier Garcia Oliva. She is the Editor-in-Chief of the Nottingham Law Journal, Journal 
of Rights, and NLS Blog. Her external activities include advising groups working towards an effective legal ban on 
Conversion Therapy in England and Wales. 

 



Andrew Hambler, Associate Professor at Birmingham City University. United Kingdom. 

Andrew Hambler is a former HR Consultant who worked for many years for the financial 
services firm PricewaterhouseCoopers. He started working in Higher Education in 2004 
and, since June 2018, has been employed as Associate Professor at Birmingham City 
University (United Kingdom). Andrew’s research is focused on religion and law in the 
workplace. His research has been quoted in national reports for the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission. He has also acted as an adviser to religious ethos organizations. 
Andrew is a Chartered Member of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and 
Development. He was called to the Bar in 2019 (Middle Temple. 

 

 

Joel Harrison, Senior Lecturer at Sydney Law School, University of Sydney. Australia.  

Joel Harrison is Senior Lecturer at Sydney Law School, University of Sydney. He is the 
author of Post-Liberal Religious Liberty: Forming Communities of Charity (Cambridge 
University Press, 2020). His research focuses on constitutionalism, religious liberty, and 
human rights norms, with a particular emphasis on the relationship of these to 
theological ideas, questions, and history. He has been a Visiting Fellow at the Programme 
for Foundations of Law and Constitutional Government, University of Oxford and at 
Auckland Law School, University of Auckland, and has held academic positions at 
Macquarie University, Columbia Law School, and the University of Oxford. 

 

 
Zahed A. Haseeb, Member of Al-Amin Ethics Institute. United States.  

Zahed A. Haseeb is a member of the Al-Amin Ethics Institute, a newly founded initiative 
focused on advancing Islamic ethics in broader society through collaboration between 
Muslim professionals and experts in Islamic law and theology. Mr. Haseeb obtained his 
JD at Columbia Law School in 2017 and completed his undergraduate study in 
economics and philosophy at the University of Chicago in 2014. He has also undertaken 
private study of Islamic law, legal theory, and theology with classically trained scholars. 
Mr. Haseeb is an attorney in the Investment Management Group at Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP, where he specializes in providing transactional and regulatory 
advice to asset managers and investors in private funds. 

 

 
Maksymilian Hau, PhD Candidate, Doctoral School of Social Sciences, University of 
Warsaw. Poland.  

Maksymilian Hau is a PhD candidate at the Doctoral School of Social Sciences at the 
University of Warsaw. His dissertation will be devoted to the theory of corporate religious 
freedom, namely, the exercise of religious freedom by for-profit incorporated entities. 
Maksymilian has held fellowships at the University of Oxford (UK) and the Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology Germany). 

 

 

 



Mark Hill KC, Professor at University of Notre Dame London Law Program. United Kingdom. 

Mark Hill KC is Global Professor of Law and Distinguished Fellow at the University of 
Notre Dame London Law Program, Extraordinary Professor at the University of Pretoria, 
South Africa, Adjunct Professor at Notre Dame University, Sydney and Visiting Professor 
at the Dickson Poon School of Law, King’s College, London. He is Vice-President of the 
International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS) and a founding member 
of the African Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ACLARS). He is a former President 
of the European Consortium for Church and State Research and Consultant Editor of the 
Ecclesiastical Law Journal. He has written extensively on freedom of religion, most 
recently a co-edited anthology, Islam, Religious Liberty and Constitutionalism in Europe. 

 

Nathaniel Hodson, DPhil candidate in Theology and Religion, University of Oxford, United 
Kingdom. 

Nathaniel Hodson is a DPhil candidate in Theology and Religion at the University of 
Oxford. His doctoral research brings Augustinian Christology into conversation with 
contemporary political thought. Nathaniel holds degrees from the University of 
California, Berkeley, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and the University of Oxford, 
where his research is funded by the Clarendon Fund and the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council. 

 

 
 

Basira Hussen, Research Collaborator, Department of Linguistic and Cultural Studies, 
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. Italy. 

Basira Hussen graduated in Law from the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in 2023 
and completed a Masters in Intercultural Mediation at Niccolò Cusano University in 
Rome. In 2024, she commenced a research collaboration with the Department of 
Linguistic and Cultural Studies at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. Her 
research focuses on secularism as a fundamental value of the European Union, exploring 
religious freedom, public space neutrality, and workers' rights. Since 2018, she has been 
working as a linguistic and cultural mediator. 

 

 

Scott Isaacson, Senior Fellow with the International Center for Law and Religion Studies, J. 
Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University. United States. 

A shaping force behind the formation of the International Center for Law and Religion 
Studies, Scott E. Isaacson currently serves the Center as regional advisor for Latin 
America. He is a member of the Latin American Consortium for Religious Liberty and a 
shareholder in the law firm Kirton McConkie. From 1998 through 2004, he served as 
international legal counsel in the Office of General Counsel, The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, where he supervised all Church legal work in South America. 
Previous to this appointment, Mr. Isaacson was with the firms of King & Isaacson, P.C., and 
Davis Graham & Stubbs. The author of numerous scholarly publications, Mr. Isaacson is a 

graduate of BYU in English (magna cum laude). A Hinckley Scholar during his undergraduate years, he was one of 
those extremely rare persons who achieved a perfect score on the Law School Admissions Test, after which he 
entered the BYU Law School, where he was a J. Reuben Clark Scholar, BYU Law Review note and comment editor, 
and research and writing assistant to Dean Rex E. Lee. 

 



Maria Cristina Ivaldi, Professor, University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli. Italy. 

Maria Cristina Ivaldi is Full Professor of Law and Religion at the Department of Political 
Science at the University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli. Her research fields are religious 
freedom and the status of religious groups in the Italian, French, and Russian legal 
systems, with special attention to the living law as underpinned by jurisprudence; law 
and religion in UE and COE; the Islamic model of treatment of religion (above all in 
Algeria); blasphemy and religious vilification in arts and advertising.; and religious factors 
in lex sportiva, notably in football rules. She is author of books and essays on these topics, 
including the forthcoming Secularism and Freedom of Religion in Italy (ICLARS Series on 
Law and Religion), Routledge 2025. 

 

Saloni Jaiswal, Law Student, University of Chicago Law School. United States. 

Saloni Jaiswal is currently a third-year law student at the University of Chicago Law 
School with interests in political thought, political theory, and constitutional law, 
specifically in the areas of religious freedom and minority rights. Previously, she obtained 
an MPhil in Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge, where she 
wrote her dissertation on the discursive history of minority-making in Pakistan. She also 
obtained her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Chicago. Outside of 
law school, she is also affiliated with Darul Qasim College's Al Amin Ethics Institute. 

 

 

 

Giulia Kakavas, PhD Student in Religious Studies, Italian Doctoral School of Religious 
Studies. Italy. 

Giulia Kakavas, a Greek Italian born in Modena, Italy, is a Law graduate and PhD candidate 
at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia (UNIMORE). She also holds a master’s 
degree in Freedom of Religion in Europe from University Paris-Saclay. Currently in Athens 
for her semester abroad, she focuses her dissertation on the rights and experiences of 
religious minorities in Greece. Giulia's work aims to enhance understanding and 
advocacy for minority rights, contributing insights into legal protections and challenges 
faced by religious minorities in Greece and the evolution of related legal frameworks. 

 

 

David Katz Rotnitzky, PhD Candidate, Law & Anthropology Department, Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology. Germany.  

David Katz Rotnitzky holds a bachelor’s degree in social and cultural anthropology from 
the University of Barcelona (Spain), and was awarded the European Master’s Degree in 
Human Rights and Democratization by the European Inter-University Centre in Venice 
(Italy), for which he spent a semester at the UNESCO Chair on Education for Human 
Rights, Democracy and Peace at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Greece). His 
current research falls within the project “Cultural and Religious Diversity under State Law 
across Europe” (CUREDI). His PhD project focuses on the integration processes of 
religious minorities in the education system, using Spain as a case study, under the 

supervision of Prof. Marie Claire Foblets (Max Planck Institute) and Prof. Eugenia Relaño Pastor (Complutense 
University of Madrid). 

 



Merilin Kiviorg, Associate Professor in International Law, University of Tartu, School of Law. 
Estonia. 

Merilin Kiviorg is an Associate Professor in International Law at University of Tartu. She 
obtained her doctorate as well as taught international law at the University of Oxford. 
She was a Max Weber Fellow at the European University Institute in Florence. Her primary 
research fields are human rights, law and religion, religion and security, religion in a 
public space, and in education. She is currently a principal investigator in the project 
‘Russia and Consolidation of Regional International Law in Eurasia’. She is often advising 
governmental and non-governmental bodies in Estonia in the field of human rights. She 
has served as a member of the Chancellor of Justice’s Advisory Committee on Human 

Rights in Estonia, as a member of the OSCE/ODHIR Advisory Panel on Freedom of Religion or Belief (2016-2022), 
and as a president of the European Consortium for Church and State Research (ECCSR). She is currently a board 
member of the ECCSR. 

 

David Köbel, PhD Candidate, The Doctoral School Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed 
Church. Hungary. 

 David Köbel graduated from the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences of the Károli 
Gáspár Reformed University. He is currently a PhD student at the Doctoral School of the 
same university and a research assistant at the Faculty's Department of Constitutional 
Law. During his legal training, he was awarded second place in the Constitutional Law 
category at the 36th National Conference of Students of Law and Political Sciences. His 
main research interests are human rights, including end-of-life decisions and human 
dignity. 

 

 
Szilvia Köbel, Associate Professor, Karoli Gaspar University ofthe Reformed Church. 
Hungary. 

Dr. Szilvia Köbel graduated from the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences of ELTE in 
Budapest in 1990. She defended her PhD thesis on the relationship between the state 
and the churches in 2003. She is currently an associate professor at the Faculty of Law 
and Political Sciences of Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary, 
where she is senior advisor to the rector and head of the Institute of Public Law. Since 
2022 she has been member, board member, and Vice-president of the Observatory on 
Religious Freedom in the Jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights 
(ORFECT), an international network of more than 40 scholars based at Università degli 

Studi di Modena e Reggio Emilia. 

 

Timothy Kowalczyk, Law Clerk, United States District Court for the District of Utah (current); 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit (from August 2024). United States. 

Timothy Kowalczyk is a law clerk to the Honorable Peter J. Phipps of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. He previously clerked the Honorable Howard C. 
Nielson, Jr., of the United States District Court for the District of Utah. He received his JD 
from the University of Chicago Law School in 2023, where he published on the 
intersection of statutory interpretation and the protection of inmates’ rights to religious 
exercise. While a law student he worked at two boutique firms that litigate religious 
liberty, scope-of-government, and separation of powers issues, and interned with the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center and the Honorable Trevor McFadden of the United States 

District Court for the District of Columbia. He graduated from Duke University in 2019 with an AB in Philosophy 
and Medieval and Renaissance Studies, where he wrote theses on the theological anthropology of Erasmus and 
Hume’s epistemology. 

 



Judge Yannis Ktistakis, Judge, European Court of Human Rights. France. 

Yannis Ktistakis is a Judge at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. Prior to 
assuming this post, he was an associate Professor of Public International Law at the 
Faculty of Law, Democritus University of Thrace [Komotini-Greece], assistant Professor at 
the Faculty of Political Science and International Relations, Boğaziçi University [Istanbul-
Turkey] and visiting Professor at Faculty of Law, George Washington University 
[Washington DC - USA]. Former memberships included the Executive Board of European 
Union Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, the Greek Equal Treatment 
Committee and the Greek National Commission for Human Rights. He has more than 52 
publications on issues related to immigration law, environmental law, religious freedom, 

and public international law. 

 

Fabio Carvalho Leite, Professor of Law at Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro - 
PUC-Rio. Brazil. 

Fabio Carvalho Leite holds an LLM in Theory of State and Constitutional Law, from PUC-
Rio and a PhD in Public Law from State University of Rio de Janeiro – UERJ, He is Professor 
of Constitutional Law at PUC-Rio, where he is, among other assignments, Academic 
Coordinator of Constitutional Law, and Legal Advisor to the Rector. He has held a 
Research Productivity Scholarship (PQ) from CNPq, . has been Associate Researcher at 
CEDIRE – Brazilian Center for Law and Religion Studies, and Coordinator of PLEB - 
Research Group on Freedom of Expression in Brazil. Researcher at NUPELEIMS – Research 
Center for Freedom of Expression and the Press and Social Media at Emerj (School of 

Judiciary of the State of Rio de Janeiro). His publications include State and Religion: Religious Liberty in Brazil 
(Curitiba: Ed. Juruá, 2014). 

 

Maria Fernanda Leite de Freitas Silva, Legal Resident, Public Prosecutor's Office of the State of Rio de Janeiro. Brazil.  

Maria Fernanda Leite de Freitas Silva holds a master’s degree in Constitutional Law from the University of Coimbra, 
a postgraduate degree in Civil-Constitutional Law from the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) and in Tax Law 
from FGV-DIREITO RJ. She graduated in Law from the Federal University of the State of Rio de Janeiro (UNIRIO). She 
is a researcher at the Brazilian Center for Studies in Law and Religion (CEDIRE), and is a Member of the Brazilian 
Institute of Law and Religion (IBDR). , of the Commission to Combat Religious Intolerance of the OAB-RJ, the Special 
Commission of Christian Lawyers of the OAB-RJ, the Commission of Religious Diversity of the OAB-Barra da Tijuca 
and the Military Law Commission of the OAB-Barra da Tijuca. a Legal Resident of the Public Prosecutor's Office of 
the State of Rio de Janeiro, 

 

Songfeng Li, Associate Professor, J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University. 
United States.  

Songfeng Li, an LLM candidate at J. Reuben Clark Law School, is an associate professor at 
China University of Political Science and Law (CUPL) in Beijing. He teaches and researches 
constitutional law and religious freedom in China. He has previously held visiting scholar 
positions at Emory University School of Law (2012–2013, 2023–2024), Notre Dame Law 
School (2016–2017), and BYU Law School (2014). He earned a PhD from CUPL, a master’s 
degree from Tsinghua University Law School, and a bachelor’s degree from Zhengzhou 
University Law School. He has published articles in a number of academic journals, 
including the Journal of Law and Religion, and has translated several books on church–

state relations and constitutional law. 

 



Denise Posse Lindberg, Senior Fellow, International Center for Law and Religion Studies, 
Brigham Young University. United States. 

Cuban-born senior district judge Denise Posse Lindberg earned a bachelor of arts degree 
from Brigham Young University and completed master’s and PhD degrees at the 
University of Utah. Thereafter, she earned a juris doctor degree magna cum laude from 
BYU Law School. She clerked for Judge Monroe G. McKay on the United States 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals and for Justice Sandra Day O’Connor of the US Supreme 
Court. Judge Lindberg practiced law in Washington, DC, and in Salt Lake City, Utah, prior 
to her appointment to the district court bench in 1998; she became a senior judge in 
2015. She is a member of the executive committee of the Latin American Consortium for 

Religious Liberty and is a frequent lecturer on the rule of law, judicial independence, religious freedom, and human 
dignity. Her academic writing includes several articles and a book chapter on Cuban law. 

 

Maria Luisa Lo Giacco, Associate Professor, DiReSoM - University of Pisa. Italy. 

Maria Luisa Lo Giacco, PhD, is Associate Professor of Law and Religion and Comparative 
Law and Religion in the University of Bari Aldo Moro (Italy), Department of Law. She is a 
member of the DiReSoM (Law and Religion in Multicultural Societies) Research Group. A 
speaker at many international conferences, the main topics of her presentations and 
numerous publications are religious freedom, relationships between the State and 
religious confessions, secularism, and canon law. Publications include Hidden meanings 
of the words “religion” and “religious” in legal discourse (Semiotica 2016; 209: 341–355), 
with Dr. Gruyer Mouton (Semiotica 2016; 209: 341–355) and the chapter ‘Religious 
freedom and places of worship’ in Religious Freedom and the Law (Scharffs, Maoz, and 

Woolley, eds. , Routledge 2018). 

 

Octavio Lo Prete, Professor at the Faculties of Law and Canon Law (UCA) and Law (UBA). 
Argentina.  

Octavio Lo Prete graduated as a lawyer from the University of Buenos Aires (UBA) and as 
a Graduate in Canon Law from the Argentine Catholic University (UCA). He is a professor 
at the Faculties of Law and Canon Law (UCA) and Law (UBA). He is Director of the Institute 
of Ecclesiastical Law (UCA). He is a founding member and former president of the 
“Argentine Council for Religious Freedom – CALIR”. He is a founding member of the “Latin 
American Religious Freedom Consortium – CLLR” (currently a member of the Board of 
Directors as Secretary). He was an advisor to the Nation's Secretariat of Worship. His 
numerous publications include ‘La libertad de conciencia: aproximación a su alcance y 

especial referencia a la jurisprudencia de la Corte Suprema argentina’ (2020). 

 

Andrés López Latorre, Law Professor, University La Sabana. Colombia.  

Andrés Felipe López Latorre is a professor of law at the Faculty of Law and Political 
Science at the Universidad de La Sabana in Colombia. He holds a JSD from the University 
of Notre Dame (United States), an LLM in International Law from Georgetown University, 
and a specialization in Administrative Law, as well as a Law degree from Universidad del 
Rosario (Colombia). He is also a consultant for companies on human rights issues and 
due diligence processes. He has been invited as a guest speaker at universities in Mexico, 
the United States, Guatemala, and Bolivia. He was the director of the law program in La 
Sabana for four years and previously worked as an attorney for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Colombia and at the law firm López Montealegre & Asociados. He is the author 

and co-author of books and articles on business and human rights, religious freedom, the Inter-American Human 
Rights System, and the philosophy of Human Rights. 

 



Elena López Ruf, Researcher and Senior Consultant, Pontificia Universidad Católica 
Argentina (UCA) - Austral University (UA). Argentina. 

Elena López Ruf graduated from the Faculty of Law at the Pontifical Catholic University 
of Argentina (UCA). She teaches Philosophy of Law at UCA and “Religion and the Global 
World” at Austral University. She has extensive experience promoting interreligious and 
ecumenical relationships at the local, regional, and international levels, including 
coordinating the program Religion and Development of CREAS (Regional Ecumenical 
Center), consulting with the United Nations Development Program in Argentina (UNDP 
Argentina), serving as advisor at the Religious Affairs office of the government of Buenos 
Aires City, participating in Summer School Religions in the Global World, promoted by 

Sophia University Institute, and in attending the Jewish-Catholic Emerging Leadership Conference in Rome, 
organized by the Commission of Religious Relations for the Jews of the Holy See and the International Jewish 
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC).  

 

Adelaide Madera, Professor, the Department of Law at the University of Messina. Italy. 

Adelaide Madera received her PhD in Ecclesiastical Law and Canon Law in 2000. She was 
an international scholar at the Catholic University of Leuven from November 1999 to May 
2000. She is a Full Professor at the Department of Law of the University of Messina, Italy, 
where she currently teaches Canon Law, Law and Religion, Comparative Religious Laws, 
and Religious Factor and Antidiscrimination Law. She is a member of the Academic Board 
of the PhD School in Legal Studies at the University of Messina and serves on the Editorial 
Committee of the Journal “Quaderni di Diritto e Politica Ecclesiastica”. She is the author 
of four books and several academic writings. Adelaide Madera’s research activities focus 
on the interrelationship between law and religion, specifically church-state relationships, 

religious organizations and the law, and religious and civil marriage. 

 

María Paz Madrid, JSD candidate, Notre Dame Law School. United States. 

María Paz Madrid holds a law degree from the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
(2016), graduating with highest distinction, and an LLM, magna cum laude, from Notre 
Dame Law School (2020). She is currently a JSD candidate at Notre Dame. She has served 
as an Adjunct Law School Instructor of the Philosophy of Law Department at the 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile from 2016 to 2018 and has also served as a 
Visiting Assistant Professor at Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University of 
America (Spring 2023). She has presented, and later published, papers on legal theory in 
different international seminars. Her research interests are the protection of brain data 
and property rights as well as comparative education law and policies in Latin America. 

 

Javier Martínez-Torrón, Professor of Law. Complutense University, President of ICLARS. 
Spain. 

Dr. Javier Martínez-Torrón is current President of ICLARS. He is Professor of Law at 
Complutense University (Madrid), and Vice-President of the Section of Canon Law and 
Church-State Relations of the Spanish Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation. 
He is a Titular Member of the International Academy of Comparative Law, and Honorary 
Foreign Member of the National Academy of Law and Social Sciences of Cordoba, 
Argentina. He has done consultancy for national governments as well as for international 
institutions, especially in the Spanish Advisory Commission for Religious Freedom (2002-
2014) and in the OSCE/ODIHR Advisory Council for Freedom of Religion or Belief (2005-

2013). His academic work —published in some thirty countries and in fourteen different languages— focuses on 
the legal analysis of human rights, especially freedom of religion or belief, from a comparative and international 
perspective. He has lectured and done research at numerous universities and institutions in the five continents. 

 



Ruth Martinón, Professor at University La Laguna. Spain. 

Ruth Martinón holds a PhD from Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, and degrees in Law 
from the Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, and in Political Science, 
specialising in International Studies, from the Universidad Complutense de Madrid. She 
is currently a professor in the area of Public International Law and International Relations 
at the University of La Laguna, where she is the academic director of its European 
Documentation Centre. Her research focuses primarily on international human rights 
law. In the field of religious freedom, she has carried out research project, including 
studying the differences in the treatment of religious freedom by the European Court of 
Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and examination of hate 

speech in the field of religions and the interaction of freedom of expression and freedom of religion. 

 
Barbara A McGraw, Professor of Social Ethics, Law, and Public Life, Saint Mary's College of 
California. United States. 

Barbara A. McGraw’s work as a professor of social ethics, law, and public life centers on 
American identity and its moral and spiritual foundations, the role of religion in public 
life, and religious liberty. Dr. McGraw holds a PhD in Religion and Social Ethics and JD 
from the University of Southern California. Her works include author, Rediscovering 
America’s Sacred Ground: Public Religion and Pursuit of the Good in a Pluralistic America 
(author); The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the U.S. (editor); Many 
Peoples, Many Faiths (co-author with Ellwood);, “A Theological Interpretation of the 
Declaration of Independence,” in The Cambridge Companion to the Declaration of 

Independence, eds. Michael Zuckert and Mark Graber (author, forthcoming). She was a 2022-2023 Visiting Fellow, 
the Pluralism and Civil Exchange Program, Mercatus Center. She trains prison officials on religious liberty. 

 
Roberta Medda-Windischer, Group Leader/Senior Researcher at Institute for Minority 
Rights - Eurac Research. Italy. 

Dr. Roberta Medda-Windischer (LLM, PhD), Senior Researcher and Group Leader for 
Equality and Diversity in Integrated Societies at Eurac Research Institute for Minority 
Rights (Bolzano/Bozen – Italy), is an international lawyer specialised in minority issues, 
FORBs and religious minorities, diversity management, human rights and minority 
protection. Dr. Medda-Windischer worked as Legal Officer for various international 
organisations, including the European Court of Human Rights (CoE/ECHR, Strasbourg), 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR, BiH), the Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR, Albania), and the UN Centre for Human Rights 

(OHCHR, Geneva). At Eurac Research, her research focuses on the protection of minorities in international law and 
on new minorities stemming from migration, on which she has authored and edited monographs and multi-
authored volumes and published numerous articles and chapters in edited volumes in Italy and abroad. Her latest 
publications include Religious Minorities in Pluralist Societies. Critical Perspectives on the Accommodation of Religious 
Diversities (co-edited with K. Wonisch and A. Budabin), Brill-Nijhoff, 2024. 

 
Tornike Merebashvili, Director of the Scientific Research Institute of Land Law, Grigol 
Robakidze University. Georgia. 

Tornike Merebashvili graduated with honors from the first public school in the city of 
Kaspi and graduated with honors from Grigol Robakidze University's master's degree. 
Currently, he is a Ph.D. candidate and the director of the Scientific Research Institute of 
Land Law of the same university. He has conducted scientific research in Hungary and 
Slovakia. Tornike is an authorized person of the National Public Registry Agency of 
Georgia and the deputy director of a successful private company working on land law. 

 

 
 



Silvia Meseguer Velasco, Professor of Law at Complutense University of Madrid. Spain. 

Dr. Silvia Meseguer Velasco is Professor of Law at Complutense University of Madrid, and 
a corresponding member of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation of 
Spain. She has published numerous book chapters and articles in national and 
international legal journals, and is the author of several books, including Cooperación del 
Estado con la religion en Europa (2024); Financiación de las confesiones religiosas en Europa 
(2019); Transporte público y factor relgioso (2017), and El Sistema de financiación de la 
Iglesia Católica a través de las exenciones fiscales (2000). She is also co-editor of the books 
Dignidad humana, derecho y diversidad religiosa (with M. Domingo, 2023); and Deporte, 
diversidad religiosa y derecho (with E. García-Antón, 2020).  

 

 
Mark Modak-Truran, Professor of Law at Mississippi College School of Law. United States. 

Mark C. Modak-Truran is a Professor of Law at Mississippi College School of Law. He 
received his MA and PhD (Religious Ethics) from The University of Chicago and his JD. 
from Northwestern University School of Law. His research focuses on law and religion 
and legal theory. He is working on a book project entitled Toward A Postsecular 
Legitimation of Law, which argues that legitimating constitutional democracy in a 
religiously pluralistic country like the United States requires a pluralistic ethos of 
legitimation that allows for complementary religious and secular insights to support 
democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.  

 

 

Víctor Moreno Soler, Postdoctoral Researcher in Law at the University of Valencia. Italy. 

Víctor Moreno Soler earned a Master’s Degree in Human Rights, Peace, and Sustainable 
Development and a PhD in Law, both from the University of Valencia. He is at present a 
postdoctoral researcher in law at the University, and Academic Secretary of the Master 
in Human Rights, Peace and Sustainable Development. His principal lines of research are 
religious freedom and national security limits, minority rights, and bioethics. He is 
currently a member of the University Senate, as well as of the Law Faculty Board.  

 

 

 

 
Mark Movsesian, Frederick A. Whitney Professor & Director, Mattone Center for Law and 
Religion, St. John's University School of Law. United States. 

Mark Movsesian is the Frederick A. Whitney Professor and Director of the Mattone Center 
for Law and Religion. His work has appeared in the Harvard Law Review, the Oxford 
Journal of Law and Religion, the Journal of Law & Religion, the American Journal of 
International Law, and many other journals and has been cited by the United States 
Supreme Court. He has been a visiting professor at Notre Dame and Cardozo Law Schools 
and has delivered papers at numerous workshops in the United States and Europe. He 
teaches Law and Religion, Comparative Law, Contracts, and Federal Courts. He posts 
regularly online at First Things and other sites and co-hosts the Legal Spirits podcast. 

 



Fabio Nascimento, PhD Researcher, Universidad Complutense de Madrid. Spain. 

Fábio Nascimento is a Brazilian lawyer with a master’s degree (LLM) in comparative law 
from Brigham Young University; postgraduate degrees in international law, civil law, and 
theology; and an MBA. He is a member of the International Service and Outreach 
Committee of the J. Reuben Clark Law Society. He formerly served as a member of the 
National Committee of Respect to Religious Diversity in the Human Rights Secretariat of 
the President of Brazil. Mr. Nascimento is a member of the Law and Religious Freedom 
Commission of the Brazilian National Bar Association (OAB Federal). He works with 
international transactions at Kirton McConkie in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA.  

 

 

Juan G. Navarro Floria, Professor, Pontifical Catholic University of Argentina (PUC-
Argentina); Navarro Floria, Loprete & Asociados; President, Argentine Council for Religious 
Freedom. Argentina.  

Dr. Juan G. Navarro Floria is graduated with honors from the Law School of the Pontificia 
Universidad Católica de Argentina, where he teaches Civil law and Law and Religion. He 
holds a doctorate cum laude in Law from Complutense University (Spain). He was Chief 
of Staff of the Argentine Secretary of Religious Affairs and is Vice President and former 
President of the Argentine Council of Religious Freedom (CALIR). He is the founder and 
former president of the Latin American Consortium for Religious Freedom, a founder and 
past member of the Steering Committee of the International Consortium for Law and 

Religion Studies (ICLARS), and a member of the Civil Law Institute of the National Academy of Law and Social 
Sciences (Buenos Aires). He is on the editorial or academic board of many scientific publications in various 
countries. He has published 14 books, 30 book chapters and dozens of scientific articles in many countries. His 
fields of research are Law and Religion, Religious Freedom, Personal Rights and Education. He also works as a 
lawyer (with special dedication to the defense and advice of religious and educational institutions) and was a 
member of the National Justice and Peace Commission of the Argentine Episcopal Conference. 

 

Maureen Neckelmann, Teaching Assistant Professor at Pontifical Catholic University of 
Chile. 

Maureen Neckelmann teaches at the Institute of Sociology of the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile. She holds a first degree and a Masters Degree in Sociology from that 
University and a Masters in Sociocultural Studies and a PhD in Sociology from the 
University of Edinburgh. Her research interests are related to the religious phenomenon 
in a context of social and cultural transformation, with a special focus on Chile. Her 
undergraduate teaching focuses on the historical and formative processes of Western 
and Latin American society and culture, and in graduate studies she teaches sociology 
of religion. Her publications include (2022) ‘How much does religion contribute to civil 

society?’ Latin American Journal of Law and Religion 8(1), with Ana Maria Celis and Patricia Imbarack. 

 

Alessandro Negri, Research Fellow at University of Milan. Italy. 

Alessandro Negri is a researcher in Law and Religion at the Department of Legal Sciences 
‘Cesare Beccaria’ of the University of Milan, where he also obtained his PhD. He is the 
author of the monograph ‘Radicalizzazione religiosa e de-radicalizzazione laica. Sfide 
giuridiche per l’ordinamento democratico' (2022). 

 

 
 
 

 



Werner Nel, Senior Law Lecturer; Interim director of IIRF (Africa), University of Johannesburg 
/ International Institute for Religious Freedom (Africa). South Africa. 

Dr. Werner Nicolaas Nel’s primary teaching experience is in national and international 
criminal justice. He earned an LLB and an LLM degree in International Law, both from the 
UJ, and a Doctor Legum (LLD) degree from the University of Pretoria. His doctoral 
dissertation primarily concerned religious persecution and religious freedom within the 
framework of international criminal and human rights law. Werner authored the book 
Grievous Religious Persecution: A Conceptualization of Crimes Against Humanity (2021) and 
has contributed multiple peer-reviewed articles and presentations, focusing on the 
intersection of religion and international law, and related subjects. He is currently the 

interim director of the International Institute for Religious Freedom: Africa, member of the academic board of the 
IIRF, book review editor of the International Journal for Religious Freedom, and former secretary of the Religious 
Liberty Commission, South Africa.  

 

Elijah Rex Newcomb, Student, Beeson Divinity School. United States. 

Elijah Rex Newcomb is a third-year student pursuing my Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree. 
Initially drawn to a career as a Navy Chaplain, he underwent a profound conversion to 
Catholicism during his academic journey. His aspiration extends beyond divinity studies 
to a plan to attend Law School upon completing the MDiv. He aims to advocate for and 
promote religious liberty both domestically and internationally. Inspired by a 
commitment to serve others, he seeks to integrate legal expertise with his spiritual 
foundation to contribute meaningfully to the safeguarding of religious freedoms on a 
global scale. 

 

 
Dwight Newman, KC, Professor of Law and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Rights, 
Communities, and Constitutional Law, University of Saskatchewan. Canada.  

Dwight Newman, KC is a professor of Law and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Rights, 
Communities, and Constitutional Law at the University of Saskatchewan. He was 
previously a Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Rights in Constitutional and 
International Law. His studies include a DPhil in Philosophy of Law from Oxford and a 
MATS in History of Christianity from Regent College. He has more than 200 publications 
of various kinds, including 15 books, and his writings on constitutional law, Indigenous 
rights law, and rights of religious communities have been cited regularly in the Canadian 
courts, including the Supreme Court of Canada. 

 

Fearghas O’Beara, Doctoral candidate, Pontifical Gregorian University; Head of Unit, EP 
Research Service, European Parliament, Belgium. 

Fearghas O’Beara originally is from Dublin, Ireland, has worked for 25 years at the 
European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium, where he is currently Head of Unit at the EP 
Research Service. He previously administered Parliament’s consultations of churches, 
religious, and humanist organisations on EU policies. He holds a Masters Degree in 
European law and politics from University College Dublin and is due to defend a 
doctorate in public ethics this autumn (2024) at the Pontifical Gregorian University, 
Rome, Italy. His research interests include secular and post-secular theory and the 
interface between religion, law, and politics in the EU. O’Beara holds a bachelor’s degree 

in education from Trinity College Dublin. He has worked as an educator in Ireland, the UK, and Kuwait and as a 
church administrator in Iceland. 

 



Nathan B. Oman, Professor, William & Mary Law School. United States. 

Nathan B. Oman is the Rita Anne Rollins Professor at William & Mary Law School. In 
addition to numerous scholarly articles, he is the author of The Dignity of Commerce: 
Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law (Chicago UP 2016) and Law and the 
Restoration: Law and Latter-day Saint History, Thought, and Scripture (Kofford Books 2024). 
His primary research interests are contracts, private law theory, and law & religion with 
an emphasis on the Mormon tradition. 

 

 

 

Vincenzo Pacillo, Full Professor of Law and Religion at University of Modena and Reggio 
Emilia. Italy.  

Vincenzo Pacillo is full professor of law & religion at the University of Modena e Reggio 
Emilia, where he also teaches Canon Law and Digital Communication and Human Rights. 
He has been a visiting professor at the Faculty of Theology of Lugano (Switzerland), the 
Law School of the University of Leicester (United Kingdom), the Law and Business School 
of De Montfort University (United Kingdom), the Law School of Istanbul University 
(Turkey). He is a member of the teaching staff in the courses of the University Diploma 
(D.U.) GRATIANUS, Université Paris-Sud. 

 

 

Martina Palazzo, PhD student in Resources for the New Public Administration, University of 
Milan-Bicocca. Italy. 

Martina Palazzo is a second-year PhD student in ‘Resources for the New Public 
Administration’ at the University of Milan-Bicocca Law Department, with a project on the 
religious factor in prison re-education processes. She obtained her single-cycle degree 
in Law in the academic year 2022-2023 at the University of Milan, with a thesis on 
Freedom of Religion and Artificial Intelligence. 

 

 

 
 

Rafael Palomino, Professor, University Complutense. Spain. 

Dr. Rafael Palomino is Vice-Director of the General Journal of Canon Law and State 
Ecclesiastical Law. He received the Arturo Carlo Jemolo International Prize to the best 
book on law and religion (2008). He is a Member of the Advisory Board of the 
International Association for the Defense of Religious Liberty. He is current President of 
the Spanish Association of Scholars on Law and Religion. His main areas of research 
include freedom of religion, comparative law, conscientious objection, marriage and 
educational rights. Among his books are Las objeciones de conciencia: conflictos entre 
conciencia y ley en el derecho norteamericano (1994), Derecho a la intimidad y religión: la 
protección jurídica del secreto religioso (1999), Estado y religión: textos para una reflexión 

crítica (2000), Religión y derecho comparado (2007), Neutralidad del Estado y espacio público (2014), and La religión 
en el espacio público: los símbolos religiosos ante el derecho (2016). 

 



Cecilia Palomo, President, Mexican Bar Association in Aguascalientes, Mexico. Mexico. 

Cecilia Palomo is a professor and lecturer specialized in human rights and gender 
perspective. Doctor Honoris Causa in Law and Governance by the International 
Internship University in New Delhi, India. Doctor in Law from the International University 
of La Rioja, Spain. Doctor Honoris Causa in Human Rights by the American Socratic 
Institute in Bogota, Colombia. She has completed postgraduate studies in Spain, Italy, 
United States, Switzerland, and Chile. President of the Mexican Bar Association in 
Aguascalientes, Mexico, she has been a lecturer in seminars related to human rights in 
various institutions and universities in America, Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

 

Marcio Henrique Pereira Ponzilacqua, Associated Professor. University of São Paulo. 
Brazil.  

Marcio Henrique Pereira is currently Vice-Dean and Associate Professor at the Ribeirão 
Preto Law School of the University of São Paulo, with a Full Professorship in Sociology of 
Law (2014). He holds a degree in Law from the Júlio de Mesquita Filho State University 
of São Paulo (1995), a degree in Theology from the Theological Institute of São José de 
Rio Preto (2001), a Master's degree in Linguistic Studies from the Júlio de Mesquita Filho 
State University of São Paulo (2001), a PhD in Social Policy from the University of Brasília 
(2007) and a Post-Doctorate in Sociology of Law from the University of Picardy (Amiens - 
France) and in Sociology of Law and Religion (2018), in Strasbourg. He completed a 

postdoctoral internship at the Centro di Ricerche Fenomenologiche di Roma (Italy) and participated as a Visiting 
Professor at the University of Louvain (Belgium). He mainly teaches the subjects of General Sociology and 
Sociology of Law. He also teaches Socio-Environmental Rights (postgraduate), Ecclesiastical Law and Law and 
Inequalities. All in the Law course at FDRP - USP. His research involves especially the Sociology of Law, especially 
in the Sociology of Law and Religion and Environmental Sociology of Law, with emphasis on the following themes: 
socio-environmental rights, law and religion, water rights, public policies and social inequalities, ethics and 
citizenship, freedom of conviction and belief, institutions and communities. 

 
Francisca Pérez-Madrid, Full Professor, University of Barcelona. Spain. 

Francisca Pérez-Madrid is a professor of Law and Religion at the University of Barcelona. 
Author of more than 100 articles and 5 books: Derecho administrativo sancionador en el 
ordenamiento canónico (1994), La tutela penal del factor religioso en el Derecho español 
(1995), Inmigración y libertad religiosa (2004), Asilo y libertad religiosa (2018), 
Persecuciones por motivos religiosos o por orientación sexual y derecho de asilo (2022). Her 
research focuses on hate speech, immigration, asylum, gender politics, and various 
issues of canon law. She has been a visiting scholar at the Catholic University of America, 
Harvard Law School and the University of San Diego.  

 

 
Jorge del Picó Rubio, Professor of Civil Law and Legal Sciences. Director of the Center for 
Minority Rights and Diversity Management, University of Talca. Chile. 

Jorge del Picó Rubio holds a Doctor in Law degree from the University of Zaragoza. He 
was formerly Dean of the Faculty of Legal and Social Sciences at the University of Talca, 
Chile (2008-2014). He has been an advisor on matters of law and religion to the Ministry 
of Justice of Chile, with a relevant role in the processing of the current law on religious 
entities and their respective regulations. He is the author of numerous books and articles 
on law and religion, published in national and international specialized journals. His 
books in this area include Régimen legal de las iglesias y entidades religiosas en Chile, and 
Derecho de la Libertad de creencias (editor). He has been the leader of several research 

projects funded by Fondecyt, the public agency for the promotion of research in Chile.  

 



Shlomo C. Pill, Assistant Professor of Law, Thurgood Marshall School of Law. United States. 

Dr. Shlomo Pill teaches Torts, Law and Religion, Conflict of Laws, and other topics at the 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law. Dr. Pill’s research focuses on the intersection of Jewish, 
Islamic, and American law and jurisprudence, as well as American religious liberty, and 
the relationship between law and spirituality. Before joining the faculty at Thurgood 
Marshall, Dr. Pill was a Visiting Assistant Professor of Practice and Senior Lecturer at 
Emory Law School, and the Paul and Marion Kuntz Scholar in Law and Religion at the 
Center for the Study of Law and Religion, where he directed the Center’s Study on Law 
and Ministry in the United States and served as Managing Editor for Canopy Forum, in 
addition to teaching and other scholarship. Dr. Pill is the author of more than two dozen 

academic articles on law and religion topics and is a frequent lecturer in academic and popular settings. 

 
Elena Pimstein, Associate Professor, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. 

Elena Pimstein has been teaching at the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile for 
almost 30 years, an extensive academic career that includes her having been General 
Secretary of the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, director of the Department of 
Canon Law for six years, researcher and part of the Board of Directors of the UC Law and 
Religion Center since 2006, and since 2022, the Board’s Director. During the two Chilean 
constitutional processes (2022 and 2023), she participated and coordinated, respectively, 
in the Interdisciplinary Beliefs Commission of the Constitutional Forum of the UC, 
through which six documents were written to propose and comment on the norms in 
relation to freedom of religion and beliefs. She has participated in numerous national 

and international academic meetings, as speaker and coordinator and is the author of several publications.  

 

Andrea Pin, Full Professor of Comparative Law at University of Padua. Italy. 

Andrea Pin, PhD, JD, is Full Professor of Comparative Public Law, the Department of 
Public, International, and Community Law at the University of Padua. He is a 
Senior Fellow of the Center for the Study of Law and Religion at Emory University (CSLR, 
Georgia, USA). His research interests include comparative legal traditions, European 
Union law, and Middle Eastern constitutionalism. His more than 60 scholarly works 
include Religious Freedom Without the Rule of Law: The Constitutional Odysseys of 
Afghanistan, Egypt, and Iraq and the Fate of the Middle East (Brill 2024); Libertà Religiosa e 
Diritti Umani. Origini e Futuro tra Europa e Stati Unityi (with John Witte, Jr.: il Mulino 
2023); The Legal Treatment of Muslim Minorities in Italy: Islam and the Neutral 

State (Routledge 2016).  

 

Jeffrey Pojanowski, Professor of Law at Notre Dame Law School. United States. 

Jeffrey Pojanowski is the Biolchini Family Professor of Law at Notre Dame Law School. He 
teaches and writes in the areas of administrative law, jurisprudence, legal interpretation, 
and torts. He serves as co-editor of The American Journal of Jurisprudence and is a 
McDonald Distinguished Senior Fellow at Emory University's Center for the Study of Law 
and Religion. Pojanowski earned his AB in Public Policy from Princeton University and his 
JD from Harvard Law School in 2004. He served as a law clerk to then-Judge John Roberts 
on the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and then to Justice Anthony 
Kennedy on the Supreme Court of the United States. Pojanowski practiced law in 
Washington, D.C., where he specialized in appellate litigation and administrative-law 

matters. 

 



Adina Portaru, Senior Counsel, ADF International. Belgium. 

Dr. Adina Portaru (LLM, Dr.jur) is Senior Counsel for ADF International in Brussels, 
Belgium, where she heads advocacy work at EU institutions and litigation at the 
European Court of Human Rights on the topics of freedom of religion, conscience, and 
free speech. She has been involved in several cases before the European Court of Human 
Rights concerning church autonomy, religious minorities, and COVID-19 restrictions 
related to freedom of religion. Her research was published, inter alia, in the Journal of 
Church and State, the European Yearbook on Human Rights, and the Nottingham Law 
Journal. 

 

 
Vicente Prieto, Faculty member, University La Sabana. Colombia.  

Vicente Prieto holds a PhD in Canon Law from the University of Navarre, Spain. He was 
Professor of Law and Religion at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, Rome (1997-
2003), Faculty member of Law School of Universidad de La Sabana, Bogotá (2005-2024), 
and a founding member of the Consorcio Latinoamericano de Libertad Religiosa 
(2000). His many publications include, most recently, Libertad religiosa y de conciencia en 
el Derecho Colombiano (2019) and Objeción de conciencia (2022). 

 

 

 

Ewa Rejman, JSD (PhD) candidate, Research Assistant, Notre Dame Law School. United 
States. 

Ewa Rejman is a J.S.D Candidate at Notre Dame Law School. She is a Polish human rights 
lawyer who holds an L.L.M. in International Law and Human Rights from the Notre Dame 
Law School (2023 – magna cum laude) and master’s degree in law from the University of 
Wrocław, Poland (2021). She has experience working in international NGOs, and at the 
U.N. in New York and Geneva. In her research, she focuses on socioeconomic rights, in 
particular the rights of the mothers, the intersection of law and bioethics, and religious 
freedom. 

 
 

Eugenia Relaño Pastor, Associate Professor, Complutense University. Spain. 

Eugenia Relaño Pastor is Associate Professor of Law at Complutense University (Madrid) 
and a cooperation partner of the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle 
(Germany), where she was the Scientific Coordinator of the project CUREDI (Cultural and 
Religious Diversity under State Law across Europe) from 2017 to 2021. She has previously 
worked as Legal Adviser to the Spanish Ombudsman, Department of Migration and 
Equal Treatment (2004–2017). She was a legal trainer for National Human Rights 
Institutions in the EU Twinning Projects in Kazakhstan, Armenia, Macedonia and Turkey. 
Her research expertise covers religious freedom, religious minorities, equality and non-
discrimination, multiculturalism and immigration. She is the author of a number of 

publications on minorities, human rights and non-discrimination. She is Principal Investigator of GODIRE Project: 
The Governance of Spanish Diversity (CNS2022-135745) financed by MICIU/AEI/10.13039/501100011033 and the 
European Union NextGenerationEU/PRTR. 

 



Barbara Ann Rieffer Flanagan, Professor of Political Science, Central Washington 
University. United States. 

Barbara Ann Rieffer Flanagan is a Professor of Political Science at Central Washington 
University. She has a master’s in philosophy and a Ph. D in Political Science. Her research 
and teaching interests revolve around human rights, religion and politics, and the 
politics of the Middle East. Her recent publications explore global efforts to protect 
freedom of religion or belief. In Promoting Religious Freedom in an Age of 
Intolerance, she examined efforts by states, civil society, and religious communities to 
promote religious freedom around the world. She has also written on the religious ideas 
and community that contributed to the evolution of the political system in Iran (Evolving 

Iran, Georgetown University Press). Another book, The International Committee of the Red Cross: A Neutral 
Humanitarian Actor (Routledge) explored the humanitarian efforts to uphold human dignity in war. She has also 
published articles on democracy promotion and U.S. foreign policy in Human Rights Quarterly and Global Society.  

 

Tiziano Rimoldi, Professor of Law and Religion, Italian Adventist University, Florence. Italy. 

Tiziano Rimoldi received his Law Degree from the University of Bologna in 1997 and his 
PhD Degree in Ecclesiastical Law and Canon Law from the University of Perugia in 2001. 
Since 2004 he is a tenured professor of Law and Religion at the Italian Adventist 
University, Florence. Since 2017 he is also a contract professor of Law and Religions at 
the University of Florence. His recent publications include: Stato e Chiesa in Irlanda. 1914-
2014 (Bologna: Il Mulino, 2023); “La Chiesa avventista del settimo giorno e il fine vita: 
linee guida confessionali e norme statali in dialogo,” BioLaw Journal (2/2023). 

 

 

 

Claudia Robles Martínez, Professor at Pan American University. Mexico. 

Claudia Robles Martínez is an associate Dean of the School of Government and 
Economics at the Pan-American University in Mexico City. She holds an L.M and a Law 
Degree from the Pan-American University (Guadalajara, Mexico) and a Canon Law 
Degree from the Pontificia Università della Santa Croce (Rome, Italy). She is also a 
Candidate at the Doctoral Programme in Economics and Law from Universitat 
Internacional de Catalunya (Barcelona, Spain). Currently she is a tenured professor for 
Justice and Human Rights at the Faculty of Law and at the School of Government at the 
Pan-American University and is also a member of its research group. Her work focuses on 
the study of human rights and on the implementation of public policies regarding family 

and women’s rights, education, freedom of thought and expression, freedom of religion and conscience and 
Church-State relations. 

 

Mercedes Guadalupe Rubino, Attorney at Law, by University del Salvador. Argentina.  

Mercedes Guadalupe Rubino, is attorney at law, by "Universidad del Salvador", Argentina; 
Master's in Bioethics from Pontificia Universidad Católica "Santa María de los Buenos 
Aires", and Doctoral candidate in Legal Sciences from the same university. He is an 
Assistant Professor in "Canon and Ecclesiastical Law" at the Faculty of Law, Pontificia 
Universidad Católica "Santa María de los Buenos Aires 

 

 
 

 



Oliwia Rybczyńska-Gryguc, PhD candidate, University of Warsaw. Poland. 

Oliwia Rybczyńska-Gryguc graduated from the School of Law and Administration at the 
University of Warsaw in 2021. She is currently a third-year PhD student in Law and 
Religion, working under the supervision of Professor Wojciech Brzozowski at the 
Doctoral School of Social Sciences, University of Warsaw. Her research focuses on issues 
related to the religious freedom of non-believers. Oliwia was also a member of the Polish 
coding team in the EXCEPTIUS project (EXCEPTIUS: Exceptional powers in times of SARS-
Cov-2, https://exceptius.wordpress.com). Her latest conference presentations were 
entitled “Was the cure worse than the disease? Freedom of religion or belief and the legal 
response to COVID-19 in Europe” (“Politics and COVID in a comparative perspective” with 

W. Brzozowski & M. Hau, Université Grenoble Alpes, France, September 2022). 

 

Fernanda San Martin Carrasco, Director, International Panel of Parliamentarians for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief (IPPFORB). Norway. 

Fernanda San Martin Carrasco holds an honours degree in Law from Universidad 
Complutense of Madrid and Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne of France. She holds 
a master’s degree in management and public policies form Universidad Católica of 
Bolivia and a diploma on Negotiation and Alternative Methods of Conflict Resolution. 
She holds a Master’s in Legal English and Common Law from Université Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne of France. She is a former Bolivian member of Parliament and former Chair of 
the Committee on Gender’s Rights of the Chamber of Deputies. She was a member of 
the Steering Group of IPPFORB and later Project Manager for Latin America. Previously 

she was a professor of Law for different Universities and training programs held by corporations and international 
organizations. She is a fellow from Vital Voices Foundation and the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 
from the US Department of State. 

 

Vanja-Ivan Savić, Associate Professor, Catholic University of Croatia. Croatia. 

Dr. Vanja-Ivan Savić is a Croatian Professor of Law. He earned his Ph.D. degree in 2010 at 
the University of Zagreb. In 2005 he was a British Chevening Scholar at The University of 
Edinburgh. His areas of expertise includes Theory of Law and State, Comparative Law, 
Law and Religion, Corporate Criminal Law and Human Rights. He has held visiting 
positions at the University of Adelaide, Northwestern University and DePaul University 
in Chicago, and the University of Vienna. Dr. Savić is co-editor (with Paul Babie) of the 
book Law, Religion and Love: Seeking Ecumenical Justice for the Other (Routledge 2018). He 
is a member of International and African Consortiums for Law and Religion Studies and 
a Regular Member of the Croatian Academy of Legal Sciences. 

 

Marwa Sayed, Tax Lawyer. The Netherlands. 

Marwa Sayed lives and works in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. With a background in Dutch 
law and master’s degrees in International and European Tax Law, and Private Law, she 
works as a tax lawyer focusing on Dutch corporate income tax. Beyond her professional 
life, she is passionate about volunteering. In 2020, she founded the 'Student van de 
Toekomst' (Student of the Future) Foundation, offering free homework assistance to 
students who cannot afford paid services. Additionally, she teaches English weekly to 
girls in Afghanistan, striving to make a positive impact through education and 
empowerment.  

 
 



Brett G. Scharffs, Director, International Center for Law and Religion Studies; Rex E. Lee 
Chair and Professor of Law, J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University. United 
States. 

Brett G. Scharffs is the Rex E. Lee Chair and a professor of law at Brigham Young 
University’s J.  Reuben Clark Law School, where he serves as director of the International 
Center for Law and Religion Studies. He earned a BSBA in international business and an 
MA in philosophy from Georgetown University; a BPhil in philosophy from Oxford, where 
he was a Rhodes Scholar; and a JD from Yale Law School, where he was senior editor of 
the Yale Law Journal. Professor Scharffs has helped organize certificate training programs 
on religion and the rule of law in Beijing, Vietnam, and Myanmar. He is co-author (with 

W. Cole Durham, Jr.) of the casebook Law and Religion: National, International, and Comparative Perspectives. 
Professor Scharffs has written more than 100 articles and book chapters and has made more than 300 scholarly 
presentations in 30 countries. 

 

Karla Schröter, Doctoral Student, Faculty of Social Sciences, Business and Economics, and 
Law, Åbo Akademi University. Finland. 

Karla Schröter is a doctoral researcher within the Minority Research profile at Åbo 
Akademi University. Her research focuses on how intersections of race, gender, and 
religion amount to limited human rights protection for Muslim women within the 
European human rights framework. Her aim is to examine how whiteness is standardised 
in human rights law, and how the racialised Other is constructed and excluded in the 
case law of the European Court of Human Rights. She analyses case law revolving around 
the hijab and face-veils through the lens of Critical Race Theory to discuss matters related 
to racialisation, stereotyping, stigmatisation, anti-discrimination, religious rights, and 

matters of identity in human rights law. 

 

Amy Sepinwall, Associate Professor at Wharton in the Department of Legal Studies and 
Business Ethics University of Pennsylvania. United States. 

Amy Sepinwall earned her JJD at Yale Law School and her PhD in Philosophy from 
Georgetown University. She has two research streams. The first interrogates notions of 
complicity within institutions and in the commercial sphere. She is especially interested 
in cases where exercises of conscience threaten civic equality, as where businesses seek 
to refuse service to LGBTQ individuals. The second addresses the moral and legal status 
of corporations, with a particular focus on corporate constitutional rights and corporate 
criminal liability. Professor Sepinwall’s works have been published in venues such as the 
University of Chicago Law Review, Washington University Law Review, Minnesota Law 

Review, Hastings Law Journal, Journal of Corporation Law, Business Ethics Quarterly, and Philosophy Compass. 

 

Mirjam van Schaik, Assistant Professor, Open University. The Netherlands. 

Mirjam van Schaik holds a Ph.D. (Leiden University), an LL.M. (cum laude, Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam), and an M.A. in Philosophy (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam). 
Before joining the faculty as assistant professor of Constitutional Law and Legal Theory 
at the Open University, the Netherlands, she worked as a lecturer and researcher at 
Leiden University. Van Schaik has published in the fields of law and legal theory. Her 
research focuses on fundamental rights, in particular freedom of religion or belief, and 
democratic legitimacy. She is co-editor of the book Religious Ideas in Liberal Democratic 
States (Lexington Books 2021) and co-authored the Dutch country report for the 
international project Lex- Atlas: Covid-19 (Oxford University Press 2022). She is a member 

of the Netherlands Network for Human Rights Research, editor of Nederland Rechtsstaat, and of the Journal for 
Religion, Law and Policy. 

 



Pamela Slotte Russo, Professor of Religion and Law, Åbo Akademi University/University of 
Helsinki. Finland. 

Pamela Slotte Russo, in addition to her professorship at Åbo Akademi University, is Vice-
director of the Centre of Excellence in Law, Identity and the European Narratives at the 
University of Helsinki and McDonald Distinguished Senior Fellow of Law and Religion, 
Center for the Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. She is a member of the 
Finnish Academy of Science and Letters and has served as principal investigator in the 
HERA-funded project “Protestant Legacies in Nordic Law: a Nordic Law: Uses of the Past 
in the Construction of the Secularity of Law” (2016-2019). Her scholarship has explored 
the intersectional relationships between law, ethics, and religion utilizing modalities 

adopted from critical legal studies, political theology, intellectual history, and postcolonial studies.  

 

Anton Sorkin, Director of Law Student Ministries, Christian Legal Society (CLS); Affiliate 
Professor, Trinity School of Law. United States. 

Anton Sorkin’s work and writing focus on the confluence of law, religion, and public 
policy, with an emphasis on helping law students integrate their faith with the study of 
law. He hosts the Cross & Gavel podcast and serves as the Editor-in-Chief for the Journal 
of Christian Legal Thought at CLS. Publications include those in the University of Memphis 
Law Review, Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, and Liberty University Law Review. He has 
presented research in forums including St. Hugh’s College (Oxford), Pepperdine 
University, and University of Ottawa. He earned his BS in Civil Engineering from 
University of Texas at San Antonio; his JD from Regent University School of Law; and his 

LLM and SJD from Emory University School of Law. 

 

Ana de Souza, PhD student, McGill's School of Religious Studies. Canada. 

Ana de Souza is a PhD student at McGill's School of Religious Studies. She works on 
religious nationalism, identity politics, and human rights. Her current research focuses 
on Canadian multiculturalism. She previously worked on legal pluralism in the Indian 
context. She produces the Birks After Dark podcast at McGill, with the premise that 
religion is one of the evidently ‘spooky’ and disconcerting categories in the university in 
particular, but also in Western society at large. 

 

 

 

Paola Spikes, Federal Judge. Brazil. 

Paola Spikes has served as a federal judge for seven years. She began specializing in law 
and religion during study for her master's degree, where her dissertation explored the 
reasonable accommodation of public servants with conscientious objections based on 
religion or belief. She also joined the Brazilian Center for Studies in Law and Religion as 
a researcher, contributing by reviewing and writing articles and participating in courses. 
Recently, she began a doctorate in State Theory and Constitutional Law, focusing on 
“Religious Proselytism and Hate Speech: Proposing Objective Parameters to Reduce 
Discretion in Decisions Involving Freedom of Religious Expression.” She is currently 
refining her dissertation with the goal of publishing it as a book.  

 



Brent A. Strawn, D. Moody Smith Distinguished Professor of Old Testament and Professor 
of Law, Duke University. United States 

The Rev. Dr. Brent A. Strawn (PhD) is, in addition to his Distinguished Professorship at 
Duke University, McDonald Distinguished Fellow in Law and Religion at Emory 
University. He has edited thirty volumes to date, including The Oxford Encyclopedia of the 
Bible and Law, awarded best reference work by The American Library Association in 2016. 
He has authored more than 250 articles, essays, and contributions to reference works, as 
well as six books, most recently The Incomparable God: Readings in Biblical 
Theology (2023). Strawn is an ordained minister in The United Methodist Church and has 
served as a translator and editor for the Common English Bible (2011) and the New 

Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (2022). He is presently at work on producing a critical text of the Hebrew 
Psalms, supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

Benny Tabalujan, Visiting Fellow, Melbourne Business School & Melbourne Law School, 
University of Melbourne. Australia.  

Benny Tabalujan holds visiting appointments at the business school and law school at 
University of Melbourne, Australia. Earlier, Benny worked with corporate law firms in 
Melbourne and Hong Kong. He has also taught business law at Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore. His writings cover commercial law, business ethics, and law and 
religion. His latest law book is Singapore Business Law (9th ed, 2021, lead editor). Benny 
was also a founding director of a learning consultancy for in-house legal counsel in 
Australia and the Asia-Pacific region. He read law and economics at Monash University 
and gained his LLM and PhD from University of Melbourne. He also has a Graduate 

Diploma in Divinity (Australian College of Theology) and an MTh (University of Glasgow). He is a barrister and 
solicitor of the Supreme Court of Victoria and the High Court of Australia, and a lay elder in a Melbourne suburban 
church. 

 
Akif Tahiiev, Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Goethe University Frankfurt. Germany. 

Akif Tahiiev is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Goethe University Frankfurt, 
Germany. Previously he was a Research and Teaching Assistant at the Department of 
Human Rights and Legal Methodology, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv, 
Ukraine, and a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and 
Ethnic Diversity (Göttingen, Germany), the University of Vienna, and the IWM (Vienna, 
Austria). His research interests include Shia Islam, Islamic Law, Digital Religion, Islam in 
Europe (especially Eastern), and Minorities. 

 

 

Li-ann Thio, Provost Chair Professor of Law at Faculty of Law, National University of 
Singapore. Singapore. 

Professor Li-ann Thio, PhD (Cambridge), LLM (Harvard), BBA. (Jurisprudence) (Oxford), is 
Provost Chair Professor at the National University of Singapore Law School. She is a 
Barrister (Gray’s Inn, UK) and was a Nominated Member of Parliament and Senior Advisor 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (international human rights law). She was an Expert 
Consultant to the CERD Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Contemporary 
Standards in 2023. She teaches and researches in the fields of Constitutional and 
Administrative Law, Law and Religion, Public International Law, and Human Rights in 
Asia. She was formerly Chief Editor of the Singapore Journal of Legal Studies and 

Singapore Journal of International & Comparative Law, and General Editor of the Asian Yearbook of International 
Law. She is an Advisory Board Member of the Max Planck Encyclopedia of Comparative Constitutional Law and is 
a Series Editor of the Hart Constitutionalism in Asia series. 

 



Sarah Thomas, MA Candidate in Human Rights, The Catholic University of America. United 
States.  

Sarah Thomas is a Master of Arts candidate in Human Rights at The Catholic University of 
America. She holds BA in Philosophy and Religious Studies and a minor in Data Science 
from Stanford University. She also studied theology at the University of Oxford and 
philosophy at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. Sarah has held fellowships from 
Stanford University, the North American Paul Tillich Society, Providence Magazine, the 
Institute for Human Ecology, and the Zephyr Institute. She cultivated an interest in 
religious freedom through interning with the Religious Freedom Institute's South & 
Southeast Asia Action Team, and it remains a key interest especially as regards natural 

law and natural right. Sarah also has academic interests in metaphysics, political theology, the dialogue between 
natural law and existential phenomenology, and the intersection of theology and classical liberal political 
economy. 

 

Marta Tigano, Full Professor, Department of Law, University of Messina. Italy. 

Marta Tigano earned a PhD in Ecclesiastical Law and Canon Law from the University of 
Messina (1994), with a dissertation on the topic of religious freedom as a fundamental 
right and its protection. Since 1997 she is a Qualified Lawyer at the Appeal Court of 
Messina (1997). She has been Temporary Researcher (1999 to 2004), Associate Professor 
of Canon Law (2005), and Full Professor of Canon Law (2014 ) at Messina. She is the author 
of monographies and essays in Italian and international reviews. She is a Member of the 
Consociatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo; National Association of 
teachers of the legal discipline of religious phenomena; Italian Society for Cultural 
Engineering; European Academy of Religion (EuARe). Speaker at numerous national and 

international conferences, like as the 6th ICLARS Conference, (Cordoba, 19-21 September 2022).  

 

Marietta van der Tol, Research Fellow, University of Cambridge. United Kingdom. 

Marietta van der Tol holds an LLM Hons in law and an MA in history from Utrecht 
University and an MAR Hons in history of Christianity from Yale. Her doctoral thesis 
(Cambridge) explored expressions of tolerance and intolerance in contemporary 
constitutional law and politics in France, Germany, and the Netherlands, and her book 
Constitutional Intolerance: The Fashioning of the Other in Europe’s Constitutional 
Repertoires (CUP in press 2024) explores the relationship between political othering, 
space, and the law, in those same countries She leads the interdisciplinary networks 
Religion, Ethnicity and Politics in German, Dutch and Anglo-American Contexts: 
Nationalism and the Future of Democracy’ (with Dr Sophia Johnson) and ‘Protestant 

Political Thought: Religion, State, Nation’. These networks have curated several special issues, including ‘Rethinking 
the Sacred in Religion and Nationalism’ in Religion, State, Society, and ‘Old Testament Imaginaries of the Nation in 
German, Dutch, and Anglo-American Protestant Political Thought’ in The Journal of the Bible and its Reception. 

 

Kyriaki Topidi, Senior Researcher, European Centre for Minority Issues (Flensburg). Germany. 

Kyriaki Topidi is a senior researcher and head of the research cluster on Culture & Diversity at the European Centre 
for Minority Issues (Flensburg, Germany). She has lectured extensively and researched in the areas of Public 
International Law, European Law, Human Rights, and Comparative Law. In the past, she has occupied research and 
teaching positions in various institutions and has been a guest scholar at a number of research institutes and 
faculties across the globe. Her research interests focus on diversity management and minority protection rights 
and mechanisms with a special interest in religion. She is the author and editor of a number of volumes and 
articles. At the ECMI, she is currently researching on minority identity and digital governance as well as on the 
intersection of minorities with social movements. 

 



Ilias Trispiotis, Professor of Human Rights Law, University of Leeds. United Kingdom. 

Ilias Trispiotis is Professor of Human Rights Law at the University of Leeds, UK. His 
research interests span the fields of international and European human rights law, 
equality law, and legal theory. His recent work focuses on the aims, functions, and scope 
of the legal prohibition of wrongful discrimination on grounds of religion or belief under 
the ECHR, and UK and EU equality law. He is currently working on a monograph which 
analyses the moral wrongness of religious discrimination and clarifies its function under 
human rights and discrimination law (forthcoming in 2026 with Oxford University Press).  

 

 

 
María-José Valero-Estarellas, Associate Professor of Law and Vice-Chancellor, 
Universidad Villanueva (Madrid). Spain.  

Dr. María-José Valero-Estarellas is Vice-Chancellor for Research and Innovation at 
Universidad Villanueva (Madrid, Spain) and Director of its Legal Clinic. She is Associate 
Professor of Law and Religion, Human Rights, and Canon Law. She also teaches Bioethics 
and Law at the Catholic University of Ávila (Spain). She is a Corresponding Member of 
the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation of Spain; vice-president of LIRCE 
(Institute for the Analysis of Religious, Cultural and Ethical Freedom and Identity); 
member of the board of ORFECT (Observatory on Religious Freedom in the 
Jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights); extraordinary member of the 

Latin American Consortium for Religious Freedom; and member of the Spanish Association of Canonists. Her 
Doctoral thesis was recognized as the best thesis of the year at the Faculty of Law of Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid (2017). His publications include the book Neutralidad del Estado y protección de la autonomía religiosa en la 
jurisprudencia de Estrasburgo (2022). She has published extensively in legal periodicals and collective volumes in a 
number of countries of Europe and America.  

 

Francois Venter, Extraordinary Professor at North-West University. South Africa. 

Francois Venter Taught has law since 1974 in the Faculty of Law in Potchefstroom, South 
Africa. He is a multiple recipient of research funding from the Alexander von Humboldt 
Stiftung for research visits to German institutions. He was closely involved in the drafting 
of the South African constitutions from 1990 to 1995. He served as Dean of Law (2001-
2012) and is currently Extraordinary Professor, Faculty of Law, North-West University, 
Potchefstroom. Recent monographs include Constitutionalism and Religion (Edward 
Elgar Publishers, UK 2015); The Language of Constitutional Comparison (Edward Elgar 
Publishers, UK 2022). Paper at ICLARS (Còrdoba, September 2022) “State neutrality, 
religion, and academic freedom” (to be published in edited book in 2024). 

 

Marco Ventura, Professor with Tenure in Law and Religion, University of Siena, Italy. 

Marco Ventura (PhD, University of Strasbourg) is Director of the Center for Religious 
Studies at Fondazione Bruno Kessler of Trento and an associate researcher at the Center 
Droit, Religion, Entreprise et Societé of University of Strasbourg and the French National 
Research Council. He is a member of the Advisory Council of the Cambridge Institute on 
Religion and International Studies, and a member of the European Union-funded Jean 
Monnet Centre of excellence in cultural relations and diplomacy (CREDO) investigating 
the role of culture in the EU’s external relations and public diplomacy. He is an associate 
researcher at the Center Droit, Religion, Entreprise et Societé of University of Strasbourg 
and the French National Research Council. From 2016 to 2022, he was a member of the 

panel of experts on freedom of religion or belief of OSCE / ODIHR, co-authoring the 2019 OSCE / ODIHR policy 
guidance on Freedom of religion or belief and security. 

 



Alessandra Viani, PhD Student in Public Law (Law and Economics curriculum), Sapienza 
University of Rome. Italy. 

Alessandra Viani graduated in Law with the highest grade from Sapienza University of 
Rome, where she also obtained a Diploma from the School of Specialization for Legal 
Professions. Since 2014 she has been a voluntary assistant and since 2019 a teaching 
assistant in the Chairs of Ecclesiastical Law, Intercultural Law, and Law and Religion (Prof. 
Fabio Franceschi) of the Sapienza Faculty of Law. She has participated in national and 
international conferences and is the author of essays published in scientific journals, and 
teaching manuals. Since 2018, she has been a teacher of Law and Economics at 
secondary school. She is the winner of PhD open competition in Public Law (Law and 

Economics curriculum), XXXIX cycle at Sapienza University. 

 

Niels Valdemar Vinding, Associate Professor of Islamic Studies and Law & Religion, 
University of Copenhagen. Denmark. 

Niels Valdemar Vinding holds degrees in Theology (BA), Islamic Studies (MA, PhD) and an 
LLM in Canon Law from Cardiff University. He is Principal Investigator of an excellence 
research project on 'Producing Sharia in Context' (2021-2025), which demonstrates how 
sharia, framed as Islamic law, ethics and practice and observed amongst Muslims in 
Denmark and Europe, is substantially to be understood as a product of its context. 
Vinding has published widely on Islam, Church and State in Denmark, including 
'Annotated Legal Documents on Islam in Denmark' from 2020. He is contributor to the 
CUREDI project at MPI in Halle, the Atlas project, and is member of European Consortium 

for Church and State Research. 

 

Dmytro Vovk, Visiting Associate Professor, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. United 
States / Ukraine 

Dmytro Vovk has been a rule of law and religious freedom expert for a variety of 
international and national organizations, including UN bodies and the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). He also testified before the United States 
Commission on International Religious Freedom. Among his recent publications are 
Human Dignity, Judicial Reasoning, and the Law (Routledge 2024); “Freedom of Religion 
and Gender Equality Across the OSCE Region” for the Review of Faith and International 
Affairs (2022); “The Soviet and Post-Soviet Law: Failed Transition from Socialist Legality to 
the Rule of Law” for the Ideology and Politics Journal (2021); and Religion During the 

Russian-Ukrainian Conflict (Routledge 2019). Vovk is a coeditor of the blog Talk About: Law and Religion. 

 

Amy Wheeler, Chief of Staff, Center for the Study of Law and Religion, Emory University. 
United States. 

Amy Wheeler is Chief of Staff at the Center for the Study of Law and Religion at Emory 
University.  Wheeler holds a Master of Religion and Public Life degree from the Candler 
School of Theology and a Bachelor of Arts in History from Emory University.  She is co-
editor of The Equal Regard Family and Its Friends Critics (Eerdmans) and co-editor of The 
Protestant Reformation of the Church and the World (Westminster John Knox Press). Her 
areas of expertise are feminist theology, law and religion studies, music, and liturgy. 

 

 
 



Dennis J. Wieboldt III, J.D./Ph.D. Student in History, University of Notre Dame. United 
States. 

Dennis Wieboldt III is a Richard and Peggy Notebaert Premier Fellow at the University of 
Notre Dame Graduate School and Edward J. Murphy Fellow at the Law School. His 
research explores the relationship between law, politics, and religion in the twentieth-
century United States. Dennis earned his BA in history and theology, and his MA. in 
history, from Boston College. His MA thesis demonstrated how religious leaders and 
institutions influenced twentieth-century debates over methods of legal reasoning, thus 
challenging the traditional historiographical divide between law and religion in the 
United States. Dennis's refereed scholarship has been published or is forthcoming in 

American Catholic Studies, U.S. Catholic Historian, Horizons, and the Journal of Catholic Social Thought. 

 

John Witte, Jr., Canadian American Academic. Emory Law School. United States.  

John Witte Jr. is Robert W. Woodruff University Professor and McDonald Distinguished 
Professor at Emory University School of Law in Atlanta, Georgia, and is faculty director of 
the Center for the Study of Law and Religion there. He is series editor of the Emory 
University Studies in Law and Religion by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, and general editor 
of the Law and Christianity Series published by Cambridge University Press. In 2022, he 
delivered the Gifford Lectures on A New Calvinist Reformation of Rights at the University 
of Aberdeen. He has published 300 plus articles, 18 journal symposia, and 45 books. BA 
(Calvin College); JD (Harvard); Dr. Theol. h.c. (Heidelberg). 

 

 

Yu Kexin, Sole Proprietor, Member of Duxton Hill Chambers. Singapore. 

Yu Kexin is a practicing lawyer from Singapore specialising in commercial litigation and 
international arbitration. Her practice is best known for commercial disputes, fraud 
investigations, and criminal defence. She has argued at all levels of the Singapore Court, 
successfully striking out a wrongful termination claim in the High Court, and arguing a 
criminal procedure application before the Court of Appeal. Her expertise includes 
advising clients on investigations, and identifying and managing risks. Apart from 
private practice, her research interest is in the field of law and religion. She hopes to share 
the Singapore experience in this arena, and from the perspective of a multiracial, 
multireligious and multicultural nation. 

 

 

 

 

 


